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FOREWORD 


In the year 1947, between half a million and one million 
Muslims — men, women and children — were murdered in the 
Punjab and Kashmir State by Hindus and Sikhs. Some were 
murdered in Delhi and the other parts of India. Five million of 
those who escaped these genocidal massacres were chased out of 
their homes ; and dispossessed of their lands, their household 
goods, their ploughs and their cattle found refuge in Pakistan. 

Most of this destruction took place in a few weeks. It was 
swift and widespread because it was pianned. The manufacture 
and collection of arms had been going on for a iong time. Tv/o 
vast secret armies, the AKAL FAUJ of the Sikhs and the RSSS 
of the Hindus, had been organized' for it. Many Hindu and Sikh 
political leaders were at the back of it. So were many Hindus and 
Sikhs among the offlciais, the police and the army. So were the 
rulers of Sikh States in the Punjab and the Maharaja of Kashmir. 

This is one of a series of booklets describing the pian and how 
It was executed. The series consists of five such booklets. They 
■are — 

1. NOTE ON THE SIKH PLAN, an account of the secret 
preparations of the Sikhs. 

2. RSSS (Rashtriya Swayam Sewak Sangh), or the activities 
of the secret terrorist Hindu organization in the Punjab. 

3. THE SIKHS IN ACTION, showing the Sikh Plan in actual 
operation. 

4. TRIBAL REPERCUSSIONS, or what led the tribal Pathans 
of the north-west frontier to come to the aid of the people of 
Kashmir. 

5. KASHMIR BEFORE ACCESSION, showing why the people 
of Kashmir rebelled against the Maharaja’s government, what 
he did to suppress them and why he acceded to India. 

These accounts have been prepared from authentic records 
and from the statements of eye-witnesses. They are for the most 
part, purely factual. They contain no speculation and the 
■minimum of comment. 




THE 

SIKHS IN ACTION 


This note gives an account of how the Siich J.^lan was put 
into action in the Punjab. The events covered by it arc spread 
over the greater part of the 5^car 1047. 

Although the massacres that toolc place in the year, over- 
whelm the purelj^ political events of the period, it is necessary 
to recall the sequence of political events, since the}’’ were cxjrloit- 
e-d by the Sildis to feed the flames of their hatred. Tlrcy also 
gave them some unexpected opportunities for action. 

At the beginning of the year, we find Khizar Hyat Khan 
At the head of a coalition government sup}Jortcd by his own 
party of 18 (the Unionists) of whom only ten were Muslims, the 
Congress Party of 51 — all Hindus — and the Panthic Sikh Party 
of 23, maldng a total of 92. The cabinet consisted of 3 Muslims, 
2 Hindus and. one Sildi IMhiister. The biggest single party in 
the House — ^the IMuslim League — ^\vith a membership of 78 
had no share in the Government. In other words, 78 out of 88 
Muslim members sat on opposition benches in the Legislature 
of a Province where the Muslims were in a majority. The 
political situation was, therefore, far from easy, and although 
the Government held its place by virtue of a parliamentary 
majority, it was not, in any real sense of the word, a popular 
Government. 

24ih January — ^The Muslim League National Guards and 
the RSSS were declared unlawful. The latter which was always 



partly iindergroimd became comjDletely so and was not per- 
turbed much by the ban. The ban on the Muslim League 
National Guards was regarded by the Mush'm League as a pro- 
vocative challenge by the Government and was defied. This 
developed into a civil disobedience movement which evoked 
widespread enthusiasm but was remarkably free from communal 
incidents and was on the whole surprisingly peaceful. 

26tli Februanj — ^The Muslim League agitation was called 
off as the result of a settlement between Government and the 
Provincial Muslim League leaders. 

2nd March — The Coalition Ministry resigned. 

4tli March — The Governor took over the administration 
of the Province under section 93 of the Government of India 
Act. 

3rd June — The Partition Plan was announced. In his 
broadcast, the Viceroy said: 

“We have given careful consideration to the position 
of the Sikhs. This valient community forms about 
an eighth of the population of the Punjab, but they 
are so distributed that any partition of this Province 
wiU inevitably divide them. All of us who have the 
good of the Sikh community at heart are very sorry 
to think that the partition of the Punjab which 
they themselves desire, cannot avoid spHtting them 
to a gi'eater or lesser extent. The exact degree of 
the split will be left to the Boimdary Commis- 
Sion • • • • 

In a Press conference he said; 

“I found that the Congress had put foiward a resolution 
on the partition of the Punjab at the request of the 
Sikh commimity. I sent for a map with the popula- 
tion of the Sikhs marked and I was astounded to find 
that the plan which they had produced would divide 
the commimity into ahnost two equal halves. 



So I spent a great deal of time finding out a solution 
wliicli would kecj) the Sildi community together, 
I have not been able to see any solution. But what- 
ever steps arc taken, 'arc based on the Congress resolu- 
tion on the subject wliicli was passed at the insist- 
ance of tho Sikhs.” 

Broadcasting on the same day as tho Viceroy, Sardar Baldov 
Singh, India’s Defence IMinistcr and a representative of the Sildis 
said ; 

“The" Plan that has now been announced steers a course 
clcai’ly above conflicting claims. It is not a compro- 
mise. I prefer to call it a settlement.” 

If this was a genuine expression of the Sikh attitude, such an 
attitude was extremel3'’ short-lived. 

23rd June . — ^The Punjab Legislative Assembly, meeting 
in two sections (Bast Punjab and West Punjab), decided upon tho 
partition of the Punjab. All the liluslim members voted against 
partition; all tho Sikh and Hindu members, for. 

26ih June — ^Thc Boundaiy Commission was constituted. 

Slh July — k meeting of Sikhs at Lahore, attended among 
others by the President and General Secretary of tho Shiromani 
Al?:ali Dal adopted the folloudiig resolution : 

“The Sildis declare in unequivocal terms that partition 
of the Punjab should be effected in a maimer whereby 
their integrity and solidarity is maintained and 
they get an adequate share in the canals and 
canal colonies and their sacred shrines are included 
in the Eastern Punjab. Any partition which does 
not secure this for the Sikhs will be unacceptable 
to them....” 

Similar meetings were held in Lyallpur, Jullundur, Amritsar, 
Ludhiana, Eerozepore and in the interior of the districts. 

Idtli July — Giani Kartar Singh, President of the Shiromani 
Akali Dal in an interview to the A. P. I. ; “It is entirely wrong 



and against the facts that the Sikhs have also accepted the 
June 3 Plan in an unquestionable (sic) manner,” 

24i7i July — The Partition Comicil (New Delhi) announced 
the setting up of a Special Military Command (Punjab Boundary 
Force) from August 1st, covering the civil districts of Sialkot, 
LyaUpur, Montgomery, Lahore, Amritsar, Gurdaspur, Hoshiar- 
pur, JuUundur, Ferozepore and Ludliiana. Major-General 
W. Rees was nominated Military Commander. He was charged 
to control operationally the forces of both the new States in this 
area after August 16 and was responsible through the Supreme 
Dommander (Field Marshal Sir Claude Auchinleck) and the 
Joint Defence Council to the two Governments. 

15th August— The two Dominions — India and Pakistan— 
^ire born. 

18th August — The “Radcliffe Award” is announced. The 
following extract Irom “The Pakistan Times” was typical of 
Muslim reactions : 

“In the Punjab the notional division had been unfair 
but the final award has gone much further and hack- 
ed off some of our richest tracts of land. The blow 
has been the hardest in Gm’daspur District where 
the two Mushm tehsils of Gm’daspur and Batala 
with a Muslim majority of 52-1 per cent and 55*06 
per cent, respectively, have been thrown into Hindus- 
tan along with Pathankot Tehsil, taking away from 
Pakistan the rich Muslim industrial town of Batala. 
A part of Lahore District has also been broken off. 
Radchffe has gone to the trouble of drawing a village- 
to-village boundary, but the Ajnala Tehsil of Amritsar 
District, with a 60 per cent Muslim majority and 
contiguous to the district of Lahore has been com- 
pletely forgotten. The Tehsils of Zira and Feroze- 
pore with a clear Muslim majority have been dismiss- 
ed with talk of ‘ disruption of communications’ 



29tli The Joint Defence Council decided to abolish 

the Punjab Boundary Force from midnight August 31-Sei)tem- 
ber 1 and to hand over the areas covered by the Force to the 
direct and individual control of Paldstan and India, “as the task 
allotted to the Force for helping to maintain law and order had 
now grown out of aU proxDortion to the responsibilities originally 
placed upon it. ’’ 

31st Awg^i/^i-Quaid-i- Azam’s broadcast : “The division 
•of India is now finally and irrevocably effected. No doubt 
w e feel that the carving out of this great index)endent Muslim 
State has suffered injustices. We have been squeezed in as 
much as it was j) 0 ssible, and the latest blow that we have 
received was the Award of the Boundary Commission. It is 
an unjust, incomprehensible and even perverse award. It may 
be wrong, unjust and perverse ; and it may not be a judicial 
but a political award, but we have agreed to abide by it and it 
is binding upon us. As honourable people we must abide by 
it. It ma}’- be our misfortune but w’e must bear up this one 
more blow with fortitude, courage and hope.” 

This was said at a time when thousands of Muslims in the 
East Punjab were being put to the sword ; hundreds of thousands 
•of Muslims were being chased out of their homes ; and terror- 
stricken and destitute were making their way to Pakistan, 
uncertain whether they would reach- it alive. 

In the “Note on the Sikh Plan” it has been shown that Sikh 
preparations on mihtary and terrorist lines had been taken in 
hand from January with the purpose of, (a) extensive sabotage 
and destruction ofMuslimhfe and propert 3 '’ and (b) the elimina- 
tion, if possible, of Muslims from the Sikh belt along the eastern 
border of West Punjab. Their ambition as declared by various 
spokesmen of the Sliiromani Akali Dal from time to time was the 
estabhshment of a sovereign State from the Jumna to the Chenab. 
They claimed the Chenab as the boundary line by auto-suggest- 
ing the belief that their sacred places, Nankana Sahib and Sacha 



^>niKln, aiifl tlic rich canal colonics, notably Lyallpur, should 
fall to ilioir share irrespective of the Muslim majority in these 
trans-]\avi tracts. The rtadclifTc Award deprived Paldstan 
of substantial areas in which the iMuslims were in a majority, 
in utter disregard of the contiguous-majority-area-principle, 
which they firmly believed would govern the partition. Yet it 
was the Sikhs who chose to exploit tlie award as a frustration of 
their hoj)cs and as inspiration for large scale massacres. 

To these facts, we may now add the following as back- 
ground : 

(а) During the entire period of Sikh preparations, the Muslim 
League, having no share in the Government of the Province, 
were in not a position to be fully aware of the strength and scope 
of such preparations. ]\[uch less were they in a position to 
check or counter them. Till the beginning of March, there 
were Sikh and Hindu ministers in the cabinet who, as it has been 
shown in the “Note on the Sikh Plan”, were active supporters 
of the militarist and terrorist organisations of their respective 
communities, whereas the Premier, though a Muslim, lacked 
Muslim support and could hardly have had tlie power even if 
he had the urge, to defeat his non- Muslim colleagues’ knavery 
and thus discredit his regime in the eyes of liis political 
opponents, the Muslim League. From March onwards Govern- 
ment was directly in the hands of the Governor whose confi- 
dence the Muslim League did not enjoy. 

(б) The Muslim League Party came into power on the 15th 
of August, by which time Hindu-Sikh militarist preparations 
had lone been completed, and many occasions for communal 
provocation, of which the Muslim League were em’aged but 
helpless observers, had been provided. Also from this date. 
Bast Punjab was constitutionally under another government, 
composed of the very elements which had prepared the plans 
for the massacre of the Muslims. 
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(c) Astride this date, i.e., from the 1st to the 31st of August,, 
law and order and military operations in important and diffi- 
cult districts of the East and West Punjab, were in charge of 
the Punjab Boundary Force composed of a majority of non- 
Muslims. This Force far from being able to keep order took 
sides. 

{d) At the time -when the Radcliffe Award was announced 
the Muslims in the East Punjab were completely at the mercy 
of the East Punjab Hindus and Sikhs. They were surrounded 
on all sides by murderous ijowers ; aU direct contact between 
them and the Muslim League leadership in Pakistan had ceased 
and they were left to their own resources. 



The Sikh Plan had been conceived in cold blood. It 
had not been conceived in retaliation, for which no grounds 
existed at the time. Once before too, when Japanese invasion 
of India was feared, the Sikh mind had felt the same stirrings 
to succeed the British as the rulers of the Punjab. With 
impending constitutional changes, the old ambitions Were 
revived. The actual transfer of power took place on the 15th 
of August, but when on the 2nd of March, the Coalition Ministry 
of the Punjab resigned, with possibilities of the Muslim League 
succeeding to office and of their owm plans receiving a set-back, 
the Sikhs could not restrain themselves. They were not sure 
that this was the time to strike a decisive blow — and in any case 
their plans had not yet fully matured, but they could not let 
events take an unfavourable turn. “The possibility of a purely 
Muslim League Ministry” says an official report of the period,- 
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'‘divided the Punjab into tvro •waning camps amd pitchforked 
the Sikhs and Hindus into embarking on a dangerous experi- 
ment in lawlessness. The campaign started vith a series 
of extremely militant speeches by Siklts and Hindu leaders 
and developed into widespread commtmal rioting'\ 

Trouble staned in Laliore on 3Iarch 4th "vrith a procession 
of Si kh s and Hindus shouthig anti-Pakistan slogans, pulling 
down Muslim League liags and forcing a clash ■^ith the police. 
Subsequent events took the form of communal assaults. Hindu 
and Sikh students marched tlirough the streets armed ■with 
kirpans and lathis. The Sikhs took out a procession of their 
own and invaded a ^Muslim locality using hrearms. On the 
(3th March. Hindu and Sikh leaders formed themselves into a 
■**Coimcil of Action" with Tara Singh as President and Sachax 
(ex-Minister), Swaran Singh lex-Minister) and Gopi Chand 
Bhargitva as members. 

The dewelopments in Lahore were a signal for similar 
aggressiveness in other parts of the province which provoked 
retaliatory action by the Muslims in some places. The reper- 
cussions sometimes took the form of isolated stabbings and at 
•others led to rioting and arson on a wide scale. There was 
rioting and arson at Amritsar on March 5th ;and again on March 
6th. On both days Muslim localities suS'ered most damage 
and casualties. On the 7th. the Sikhs began to converge on 
the to'wn from the surrounding areas and more Muslims were 
killed. In Ka'walpindi, Hindu students took out a procession 
on March 5th and a Muslim student -was stabbed. On the 6th, 
Hindus and Sildis held a large anti-Pakistan meeting, waylaid a 
kluslim Leaguer's car, removed the hag and stabbed the owner's 
son. Tlie next dav riotins:: started. Villagers from surroondinsf 
■areas poured into the city, Pathans and others from Hazara 
tlmeatened Taxila and Murree, villages were burnt and Sikhs 
besieged and killed. In Multan on March 5th, the powder- 



magazine of accumulated tension was ignited by Hindus and' 
SiMis taldng out a procession and shouting provocative slogans. 
Heavy casualties and much damage were caused. In Jullundiir, 

3.000 Hindus and Sikhs held a meeting on March 5th, shouting 
Jo mauffcga Pakistan, a-s I’o milaga Qabrasiaii {“whoever asks 
for Pakistan, shall be given a graveyard”), and marched in a 
procession carrying kirpans and Icnives. There were similar 
processions and meetings of Hindus and Sikhs on March 0th 
in Dora Ghazi Ivhan, Ferozopore, Sialkot, and Kohtak. In- 
Lyallpur, Sikhs and Hindus carrying lathis and axes collected 

10.000 strong in the Gurdwara on J^larch 5th and were address- 
ed by the District Commander of the Aka? Fauj. Mews of this 
sabre-rattling travelled to other districts, where the Sluslims 
retabated. There was arson and loot in Attock district on klarch 
10th. Armed Pathans crossed the Indus on klarch 13th to 
join in the loot and clashed with the militaiy and the police. 
On March 12th, 500 armed Pathans marched on the town of 
jilianwali having heard the rumour that a jnfJia of 500 Sikhs had 
arrived there. They were persuaded to go back. On March 
9th an attempt to set fire to a mosque in village Dina (Jhclum) 
collected large crowds of ]\Iusliras but trouble was averted. 
On March 15th, however, a Sikh in village Dudial (Jhclum 
district) murdered a Muslim .woinan, whereupon general 
trouble started and spread to adjoining villages. A mosque 
was biwnt in Montgomery on March 22nd and another such 
attempt was made on 25th. A Muslim village in Kangi’a was 
burnt on March 27th and a mosque was demolished. 

During the whole of this month Muslim League leaders, 
not yet fully realising the enormity of what lay below the 
surface, but interpreting these happenings as the non-Muslims’ 
attempt to disrupt the Province and keep them out of office, 
toured the disturbed areas and desperately tried to restore 
peace. Hindu and Sikh leaders on the other hand, intensi- 
fied their military organisations and cold-shouldered any Peace 



mi 1 - 1 x 30 i.hai was formed. Tara Singh refused to sign a 
joint appeal for peace. He and his Sikh followers and Hindu 
collajjorators decided, on the contrary, to celebrate March 11th 
as “ Anti-Pakistan Day ” throughout the province. A 
fervent appeal that this should be cancelled was ignored. 


In Aprd, the air was thick with rumours. There were 
stray incidents in the districts and tension everywhere. On 
April 11th, trouble broke out in Amritsar, as the Muslims 
leaving Chauk Prag-Dass mosque after the Friday prayers were 
stoned. As a result, feelings rose high throughout the province 
and also in the H.-W. F. P. There were reprisals in Dera 
Ismail Kkan and Bannu where Mahsuds and Powindas from the 
tribal areas infiltrated and took part in inflicting casualties on 
Hindus and Sikhs and setting fire to villages. Later in the 
month, bombs were thrown on the houses of Muslims in Amrit- 
sar and on two occasions on congregations in the mosques. 
There was serious trouble in Gurgaon where a battle took place 
between Meos and Ahirs and spread to a radius of 20 miles. 
Ar ms were supphed to the Hindus from ISTabha, Patiala, Jind 
and Jaipur States. 

Some fight on the utter mental and material un-prepared- 
ness of Mus lim leaders is thrown by police records of this period. 
Gommenting on a meeting of the Punjab Musfim League Party 
and District Presidents and Secretaries held in Lahore at about 
this time, the report says : 

“The meeting achieved little ; the Committee of Action, 
however, did decide to collect one crore (ten million) of 



rup('Os and quotas were allotted for each district. .... 
The poor response to the previous ax^peals for 10 
lakhs (one million) was considered due to the inactivi- 
ty of the District League. Whether this money 

will be used for relief, or, as suggested b}'- 

jujicl ^ to x^i’oeurc arms and other weapons 

of defence will be decided after collection. 

'*Tho failure of the Provincial League leaders to collect 
funds for relief is increasing discontent in view of the 
fact that non-j\ruslims are c-ollccting large sums of 
money. The more educated Muslim classes feel 
that without suflicient funds, the Hindus and Sildis 
Avill be able to gain an advantage over them with the 
assistance of noii-I^Iuslim police and other officials. 

'‘The demand gi’ows that jMuslims should be x)crmitted to 
carry swords (as Sikhs are to carry kirpans) ; this 
demand was made by a number of speakers in 
Lahore city on the occasion of Friday prayers and 
the question of starting an agitation was mentioned 
but loft undecided at the meeting of the Punjab 
League Party”. 



The month of May continued to be distui'bed. There were 
sporadic rejirisals against Hindus and Sikhs in parts of H.-W.F.P, 
and reports of gangs of tribal raiders in the vicinity of Dera 
Ismail Khan. In the Punjab the main storm-centres were 
Lahore and Amritsar but there were incidents during this month 
which showed unmistakable signs of the Sikh Plan and ominous 
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oOJ/ic of th'.'jij are 


iiifiif a? ioi>^ fA i].<: --haj^e of tJjiog--: to coj/je. 

frivcii ; 


lij hiJ.firt , ]ht}t v.'a:- .‘-o far t}je Jiifj.st Ferjr^ub 

iiK iti' iit in L Aion- t<;fh jjlaf-e in the early hour.-- of tlie inorning. 
At aotait 'i a. in. (v.'ithin enrfav.' lionr~; th'-ra v.'a,- an attaek on a 
{^redoiiiinant ly Mu.-Ii/zj Jof-ality in tli/- yuljurlj j:nov.7i Ji:ij Garh. 
’J'iie atlacl'a r.-- eon.'-ihlii.'g of h'ililir and Hindus airived in jeeps 
and inililaiy aars and a.t least some of them v.'ere v.'earing kliaki 
military tinifoniis- liomhs f>f some ]:ind and ri/les v.'ere used and 
•aO'i emjjty cartridges a.s v.a-ll as em])ty shelhs of another calibre 
were j^icked uji from the scene of the attaf;k. Some of the 
injured jjcrsons had sword cuts and stab wound.s. The inhabit- 
ants: of the locality beat their alarm drum.s and collected 
together toputuj) some sort of resistance. There were,t''’e'nt\'- 
seven casualties in the locality, including seven, po.ssibly nine, 
dead. Twentydive of them were Muslims. All the attackers 
escaped. 


(if) Lahore, 'JOlh May— .‘search e.s were conducted by the 
police, of tlie Khanna Building and of MohalJa .Sareen — both 
Hindu localities — the former because bombs had been tlirown 
from it and latter on information received. Bombs, kerosene 
oil and acids and also some “rather well-made metal bodj'- 
shields’"' were recovered from Khanna Building. Mohalla 
Sareen ’s search yielded '.303, '38, -450 and '12-bore ammuni- 
tion as well as bombs, spears, daggers, hatchets, explosives, 
chemicals and kirpans. A '12-bore gun which had been used 
v.'as also recovered. 

{in) Lahore, 23rd May— The PoUce report states : “Further 
instances of officials of Sikh States being in the j^rovince, and 
armed in spite of control orders, came to notice 3 'esterday. In 
one case, the Pevenue Secretary and the Senior Superintendent 
of Police of Faridkot State were armed with revolvers. Col. 
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Cnirbaklish feiuuli and two or tlirec otlieifj iVoni Jintl had a Hlon- 
gini, a rifle and ammunition in their pr)SS(‘.sHion wlien the police 
examined tlieir vducle." 

(ir) Aniriisfir. ord d/a//— "No incidents during the 2*1 liours 
ending 18*00 lirs. on the 2nd. Elal/orate arrangements were 
anain made on Friday to ensure tliat prayers ])assed (»fi j/eaee- 
fnlly. Only 20 Muslims said their prayers at the Chauk Frag 
I")ass mos(}ue. but an unusually large number of Sikhs armed 
witli kirj)nns })assed up and down the streets in front of the 
mosque. On conclusion of tlse prayers the congr(>gation was 
sent away under police escort. 

(r) da/r/V.wr 24/// d/a// — A serious incident took })iace in 
the early hours of the morning. At aljont 0.3 00 liours Rasul- 

— a ^^Iiislim locality — near Tahsilpura. P, S. Sadar, v.-as 
attacked. The attackers were armed with rifles and with 
bombs, both crude and of military manufacture. The attaekn 
were made witli shouts of Ya Allah and Ya but llirt 

attackers were of course Sikhs, not Mu«linis. 



The main feature^ of the disturbance^ in the month of June 
v/er*'* as follovcs : 

la) There was frequent use of firearms by Hindus- and Sikhs, 
(h) The organised and planned nature of attacks on dluHlims 
became more obvious, (c) Muslim retaliation generally* took 
the form of arson and much damage *was caused to Hindu and 
Sikh property- in Lahore and Amritsar. 

The following are typical incidents : 

(?) Lahore, 16//' dfery — There were 7 bomb cases. T.hfee: 
caused no injury. One missile .was thrown in ?jrey,'a Tfandi 



(^luslini locality) while two were thrown on the roof of a I^Iuslim 
lion?e where women and ehildren were sha'pin". One child 
was killed on the spot and four other persons received injuries. 
Two bombs figured in the worst outracte of the dav. Tlic scene 
of the oceuTTenee was near Shahalmi (late and 11. B. Lachliman 
Das Hospital. The tii-st homh exploderl in a drain Icadins from 
a bathroom in the hospital to the outside. Siieeial invest iiration 
stah'accomiianied by a Muslim magistrate arrived on the scene. 
The police stall' searched the hospital and nearbv buildinn-s and 
were in the courtyard when a second bomb was thrown. One 
person was killed on the spot and oO injtired. among whom were 
four police ollicials. I he first bomb was meant to attraet the 
police and the second to kill them. 

ImIiotc, June \\)tJi — A bomb was thrown on some .Aluslim 
labourers Avho were walking along Brandreth Boad. It killed 
on? and injured 12. 

Lahore. June 21s/ — Three bombs were thrown Math serious 
•effect ; two of them in Sabzi i\[andi killed 7 Muslims. Tlie third 
killed one ^Muslim and injured four in ^loti Panda Street near 
Bhati Gate. The police arrested a Sikh with 10 incendiary 
bottle-bombs in his possession. 

Lahore. June ^ith A new feature was the poisoning of 
4 Muslims ; three were employed in the Food Supply Office who 
-drank water from a pitcher which had apparantly been poisoned, 
while tlie fourth was another ^luslim who took sharbat from a 
Hindu shop on Maclagan Road. 

Lahore, June 29f7t ^There was one case of attempted poison- 
ing reported by :MusUms who detected some blue substance in 
the flour purchased from the ^lohanlal Flour .Alills. A doctor 
eertifled the substance as poison. 

Amritsar, June 2«d— YiUage- Bodhe was attacked by 70 
Sikhs armed with -303 rifles, bombs and spears. Five or six 
of the attacking Siklis were on horseback. About 3 hoims later. 
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4in atlnclv, pvoliably by part, of tlio same gang was made on vil- 
lage Khan Kol some five miles aavny by 20 to 25 Sikhs who also 
nsed firearms and bombs 

The disliirbaneos in (birgaon assumed alarming proportions. 
Deputy Commissioner s rejiort of f.Oth ^Iny said that during tiio 
day . (listurbanees sjnead along the Mewat frontier to t,he Muthra 
distiiet border and across the J^ilwal 'i’ahsii to the Jamna. 
Idlest- of the day's attacks were by Hindus and in some cases 
there were sei-nes of great confusion. One Hindu mob went 
so far that it exhausted itself and nearly a liundred of its mem- 
bers were arrested as they were plodding liome. The Homo 
jMembcr and the Defence Member of the Government of India 
had been round the district, with the Delhi District Commander. 
They saw a Hindu mob actually setting lire to a Muslim village 
and were unable to proceed along the main road because of the 
flames. In Palwal tehsil, several isolated Muslim villages were 
attacked. Darge quantities of arms continued to he recovered 
and these included three substantial mortars. One man was 
caught carrying powdered chillies to be used for blinding 
purposes. Hindus liad been crossing from the Aligarh and 
Mutlira districts into Gurgnon. Sikh troops were sent to 
replace Rajput Rifles which had included a few i^Inslims. The 
Deputy Commissioner expressed the opinion that this was 
likely to turn t-he bitterness of encircled ^Icos into desperation. 

On the 1st of June, the Deputy Commissioner went to 
Fahval and found that in that iehsil Hindus were continuing 
the process of mopping up i\luslim villages. Ai'med gangs were 
on the hiove in several directions. On the 4th ho reported the 
massing of Jats west of Hodal Avith a view to attacking Singar 
and similar massing of Jats in t.hc Palwal-Sohna area also. 
A military report stated that there was much activity on the 
Palwal-Muthra border and indications that Jats from' both 
territories were collecting. On the 9th, a Hindu crowd of about 
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iiilriit ('ll x tlint: tiic (•»;» Men \ ill;iec. ns cMiin^'cci livtlie 
mililar\'. and tlidi' were similar clouds scitinc lire Ic ntlicr 
Muslim villages. On I lie Idlli. there was serimis tionhle in tlie 
Hliarat jmr State net lar fiom I’unahana and several Men villages 
Were Imrnt. IIAI* reionnaissanee icjaats said tliat Idiarat jmr 
State treoj's Were in the neighlauirhci'd (>l the lioiihle hut were 
ajijiarent Iv doing not hing to st oji it . On the I’tM h. the sit nat ion 
in Idiaratpnr ucic still very had and the military repoited the 
luirninij of some l‘d villages on the < hnii.n'n - Pdiarat pur border 
ilurino the iwc preet-ding days, .^h•^> relugees were jiouring 
into (hirgaon iVom llharatpur and although towards the end 
ol the month arson was not repi>rt»-d. the lootimj in the 
villages eontinned. 



'.riie tentldieies observed in dune were accent nated indiily^ 
With intensitieation oi their jirojiaganda and their militarist 
organi-sations. the striking jiouaa- of the Sikhs and Jlindus was 
bceomiiiii more etVeetive as well as moia* coherent . ddie stres.s of 

V. 

the disturbances is now stronger in Jvast Ihinjab where Muslims 
were in a minority, than in the West Punjab and the far- 
reaching character of their plan is becoming more olivious. 
There were stabbing, murders, arsons aiul mob clashes in J.iahoro 
and other touiis ot M est Punjab, but the nature of these .spora- 
dic happenings was insignificant etunpared to the sha2)e of events 
in the East Punjab, in the beginning of the month. Amritsar 
city was comparatively ciuiet, but there were reports of the 
murder of Muslims in the rural areas. Xihang .Sikhs also became 
active. There rvas an organised murder-campaign by Sikh 
gangs in the. Tam Taran area and reports of their activities- 
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■contiluicd to be roceived tlu'ougl\o\it the irojiv various 

viUages. On the. 4tb. a Sikb jatha aUackod Ot.hian, a Muslim 
village. The atlaekevs vere armed wth -303 rilles and one or 
two shot-guns. A rather sns])ieious lire was reported in Verka 
(Amritsar) on the 7th morning. Tlie building belonged to a 
iMuslim and was rented by M Indus who had removed most of 
their goods and disa])])eared together with their chowkidar 
on Gtn .Tilly 1947. On the 12tlK a bomb was t.iirown on the 
]\luslim congregation . assembled in a mosiiue in .landiala 
(Ajinritsar). 

In ]-loshiar])nr, an armed raid was made on the night of the 
July 5th. on a Tathan labour cam)) at. Olinda just inside the 
]5ilaspnr State, border. The miscreants nsc'd a ride, •12 bore 
guns and revolvers and threw three Mills grenades. On the. 0th, 
warmed Sikhs raided a Pathan earn]) near village Donal in the 
Xangal-Anandpur area. k'’onr bombs were first thrown at the. 
•encampment and then the attacking ]iarty ojiened fire with 
guns and rifles. On the 1 1th, a gang of Sikhs, armed with guns, 
revolvers and bombs attacked and threw two hand-grenades 
•on the house of Chhajju Khan, a itluslim Pajjmt in village 
TBallima, P. S. Mahilpur. Chliajii IChan was killed. Several 
■empty -303 cartridge cases and a revolver were found near the 
spot. Early on the 20th about 300 Sikhs armed with bombs, 
guns, rifles and .spears made an attack on Asalpiir village on the 

Hoshiarpur Tanda road. Some Muslims were killed and 3 or 
4 houses together with some dry fodder stocks burnt. 

In Gurgaon, six Muslim villages in Ballabgarli tchsil were 
burnt. On the 14th, eleven jMuslims in the area of Hatliin 
police station were lulled. On about the 24th, trouble was 
reported in Bharatpiir State where some more Muslim villages 
were burnt. A Bharatpiir mob atteinjited to burn a border 
village in Gurgaon district. The mob included men in uniform 
who returned the troops’ fire. The burning of another two 
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villages was reported from Bharatpm’ IState and another report 
mentioned similar trouble in Alwar State. 


VII 


Hell was let loose in East Punjab dm-ing August and Sep- 
tember. Administratively, the two parts of the province had 
hardly any contact with each other now and certainly none that 
was entirely friendly. Our account of the disturbances in the 
preceding months is based largely on pohce reports that covered 
East and West Pimjab under a single administration. But 
from now on, we are forced to rely on statements of survivors,, 
refugees and liaison officials. The East Punjab Government 
sent only a few Situation Reports during this period, and even 
these are short, sketchy and evasive and of Uttle use to any 
chronicler. 

Mushm refugees had been pouring into West Punjab for 
quite some time. Their numbers now began to swell and they 
had worse and worse stories to relate of their sufferings and of 
the calculated manner in which Mushms were being massacred 
by organised gangs over the entire area, including the Sikh 
States, actively helped by the authorities in general and by the 
non-Mushm police, Indian mihtaryandState troops in particular. 
There were reprisals in many districts in the Western Pimjab,. 
notably in Lahore, Rawalpindi, Multan, Sialkot, Sheikhupura, 
Lyallpur, Montgomery, Jhang, Gujrat, Mianwali and also in 
parts which were accessible to the infuriated Erontier Pathans. 
But : 

(a) These reprisals even at their most furious were sporadic 
and impulsive. 
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(6) Thoiv was no i-oinj)roh(.*,nsiv(' ])lan bohind them. 
Thcj’ wore ]K'rpol rated by mobs and individuals, not by gangs 
and militarist organisations. There was no !M\islim organisa- 
tion in the West Punjab oorres])onding to the Akal Pauj or the 
RSSS in the Kast Punjab and no State with its war-machine 
joined hands witli the i\luslims. 

(c) The nou-M\islims <lid not desist from tlieir militant 
activities in the West Ihuijab even during this period. In 
Lyallpur 5,0^0 Sikhs attacked Chak No. 57 (Sadr l^yallpur) on 
August 10th and butchered the Muslim poj^ulation; the Sikh 
military stationed in Montgomery liarassed the ^Muslims of 
Okara : Sikhs attacked -Muslim villages in (.’ha/iabad (MoJit- 
gomerv) with automatic wea])ons : Sikh looters on liors(‘-back 
and armed with dlOIl rifles and other weapf)us attacked the 
Muslims in Kamoke ((bijranwala) on -August 2Stli ; 800 armed 
Sikhs attacked ^luslim villages in Sialkot district on the 20tli 
and the 30tli. -And so on throughout Scpt('mb(>i'. 


VIII 


A diary of tlie princi])al events in Lahore District during the 
month of August may be taken as typical of the most violently 
disturbed parts of the West Punjab and is given below; 

1st — Tense situation ; 11 stabbings — 8 Sikiis. 2 Mu-^Iims. 
6 Hindus. 

2iid — Bomb exjilosion near Jlfof Lrjd< 
injured ; 8 cases of arson, all 

3rd — ^More fires ; 50 Sikhs wrmfA 
Mnslims outside Bhati ; 



Hindu houses in Krishcm Nagar, Sant Nagar, 
Model Toion and Qila Lachhuian Singh yield large 
number of arms, ammunition, bombs, incendiaries- 
and explosives. 

4th — Cases of arson. 

^th — 35 Sikhs attack village Manwala. 

Qth — lltli — Arson, bomb explosions {one near a mosque), 
stabbings. 

12th — Large number of refugees from Amritsar and other 
East Punjab districts arrive and relate their sufferings. 
Sadden flare-up . — 81 stabbings (34 Hindus, 41 Sikhs, 
6 Muslims) — 16 cases of arson. Mob attacked a 
train killing 13, wounding 6. 

13th — 39 stabbings (5 Muslims), Sikhs in khaki in a fast- 
moving jeep shoot down a Muslim on McLeod Road. 

1 1th— More refugees and stories . — ^About sixty non-Muslims 
stabbed. Exchange of heavy fire between the police 
and Sikh inmates of Ourdivara Dera Sahib. 

1 5th— More refugees arrive. 47 non-Muslims stabbed. 
Looting. Gurdwara burnt. 

IGjllth — Improvement. Uniformed Sikhs shoot and kill a 
Muslim mechanic. 

19th — Distinct improvement ; 7 Hindus and Sikhs in 
uniform shoot and kill another Muslim. 

20thl21st—P\xvt\\Qv improvement. Trouble in villages Taqipur 
and Chhappu with joint population of Sikhs and 
Muslims. Police arrive in time. About 400 armed 
Sikhs collected' near villages Jandiata and Awan 
Dharhvalri. Military patrol arrived in time. 

22nd— City imxiroves further. A military platoon at vil- 
lage Aivamvala- encountered a Sikh jatha proceeding 
toivards E qrivar— exchange of fire— 80 Sikhs killed. 
“A rumour that Sikh's from Patiala are infiltrating 
Lahore in small batches is gaining currency’’'. 
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'^Syd—GroixX improveiiK'ni. Jii Paltoki situation kccame 
tense on the :20th as .vo???e a9?A7/.s' and Bindxis fired 

• on a nnlUari/ puirol. On 21 si SOOjlOQ Niliangs 
colhcied iiear Dodu in ihc viciviii/ of Chhinuia Manga 
but dispersed on the approacli of niilitary jjatrols. 

2oih — “The flare-n 2 ^ in Lahore siarted. hij ihc Sihh aiiach on 
• ihc Bhaiinda cayressai Goniana on ihc 22nd conihmed 
' and 19 deaths were reported.” 

26ih — Tension increased hij ihe news of ihc hold-iq) by Sikhs 
of ihe 3 Up Froniier Mail ai Manr Baihvay Siaiion 
beiu'cen Bhaiinda and Jakhat. Inmaies of Sikh 
Nationai College brickhai ^wlice. Ijatter fired killing 
3 Sikhs, o Hindus injured by slabbing in a train 
coming from Multan. Looting in Jjahorc city. 
The situation worsened in Ghunian tehsil where 
armed Sikhs conceniraied in villages 'Tibbi and Bharu 
Goi. 

27ih—A vehicle in a convoy of Hindu and Sikh refugees 
attacked for looting near Havi J^oad. Police 
inflicted 12 casualties on the looters. 

2Sth — 2d injured Muslims removed from Up ]<>ontier 
Mail which reached Lahore on the 27th and which 
had been attacked by Sikhs at i\']aur Railv'ay 
Station. 

29th — Definite improvement. 

30th — Situation greatly improved. Presence of Quaid-i- 
Azani in Lahore has steadying effect. 

31st — An isolated case of house-breaking. 

However lamentable some of the events mentioned in this 
diary may be, cumulatively they do not by any means suggest 
either a cold-blooded majority bent upon annihilating a helpless 
minority, or the presence of orgahised Muslim gangs 
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stalldng the countiyside killing and burning, or Muslim mobs 
armed to the teeth, or the police and the militarr aiding and 
abetting the murderers, or Muslim leaders rushing round preach- 
ing hatred and strife. 

Contrast this Trith the situation in .Amritsar and the surroun- 
ding areas during the same period. The following is an extract 
from the statement recorded bj Chaudhri Muhammad Said, 
M.A., LL.B., who was Terminal Tax Superintendent m Amritsar 
and how differently it reads from the Lahore diary : 

“ The morale of the Muslims remained lu'gh till the 10th 
Aumist, thoucrh Muslims had almost lost courage 
after the announcement of Lord Mountbatten 
regarding notional division of the Punjab. On the 
loth, Muslim police constables were ordered to appear 
before iMr. Kaul, Superintendent of Police, Aoiritsar,. 
and to state if they wished to serve Hindustan or 
Pakistan. Even those reserve forces which had 
been drawn from other districts were called upou 
to do the same. Those who declared for Pakistan 
were ordered to surrender their arms and remam 
ia the Police Lines. Some refused and wanted 
to go to their own districts before surrendering arms. 
Earher, several Head Constables and Policemen 
had been ordered to Districts near about Delhi. 
They refused to go and tendered resignations. 
These were accepted. Simultaneously at aU Police 
pickets, ^lushm Constables were replaced by non- 
Muslims, especially Sikhs recruited fresh on the 
same day. A panic was created throughout the 
Muslim areas. 

“The new men recruited were said to be I. A. A. members. 
In reaht}^ they were members of the Pvashtriya 
Swayam Sewak Sangh and Panthic Party specially 
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IraiiU'd for I’oinniunal strife at the resi{lenee of .Hawa 
Gurmukh Sin^h. a niilHonaire of Amritsar, 'i'hoy 
were providtnl witi\ arms Imt w(‘re piiven no \iniforms 
or even belts ns it was said that tiiesi* artieles were 
out of stoelc. '.riu'v <'n'ated havoe in the eitv on the 
very hrst niiild by indiseriminale tiring at. llio 
Muslims and led the Sikh ami Hindu mobs which 
raided I^hislim areas .‘systematically. 

■ Sinndtaneously. }’oliee pickets stationed in Muslim 
areas wtue withdrawn on the pretext of jawieity 
of men. 'J'lu' [Military in the city eons])ired with 
th(' ri('ters and <‘ven bogus military wei-e used to 
terrorise [Muslims, 'fhis <-ompletely bn»ke t hi' morale 
of the Muslim masses, 'fhey ran in t<‘rror from 
several i\Iuslim ])oekets to Sharifpura and to the 
railway station and a large* »nimb(*r was killeel ea 
route. 

“IHght thi'ough th<‘ elisturhanees whi<*h start<*d in ■ 
March 1017. tlu* Muslim ami non-Muslim inhabi- 
tants of Katra Parja in Halhi (late hael been living 
peaeefvdly uml(*r a mutual ])a<-t. though remaining 
sus])ieious of each otlu*r. With the withdrawal 
of the picket, the non-Muslims with the hel]) of nov 
recruits burnt several [Muslim houses and kiliofl 
about GO ])crsons in om* )nght, I'his resultcfl in. 
com])lcto evacuation of Katia Parja. 

‘'In the neighbourhood of Katra ]\'irja, there was a< 
strong Muslim pocket in Lohgarh. 'fin's began to 
dwindle on the 12th. Fires were set ablaze on all 
sides of this pocket and it a])])eared as if nearly one- 
thousand people would ])erish along with their 
property. All requests to the Police and Military 
to provide escort for rescuing the pco])lc fell on deaF 



-ears. It was difficult to approach the area due to 
heavy firing all round. I was in possession of a 
j\Iunicipal Ambulance Car. At the risk of my life, I 
made about seven trips and rescued about 200 j^eople 
that night. We were able to get first-hand inform- 
.ation but there was no help forthcoming to save the 
remaining dying persons. We were fighting against 
time. On the 12th, we were able to form a small 
•convoy of two lorries, one ambulance truck and some 
tongas and with the assistance of the deserter Muslim 
policemen headed towards the pocket amidst bullet 
showers. We were only able to take the three motor 
vehicles to the spot. One of our constables, a driver, 
five women and 2 children were shot dead while 
loading the lorries. Only two vehicles came out; the 
third was bm’iit at the spot bj’^ the rioters. Another 
trix^ was made with the x^ermissioii of City Deputy 
Superintendent of Police and with a standstill pact 
with the Police at the sjjot. About 300 peojDle 
were saved. There were still about 250 persons in 
the pocket. They were rescued next morning with 
the assistance of the Mihtary arranged unofficially. 
About 90 persons were killed or biu’nt in the j)Ocket 
and about 100 injured. 

One of the strongest and largest Muslim jjockets in the 
city was that in Katra Karain Singh. With the with- 
drawal of Police pickets and replacement of Mus lim 
constables, the scales were turned in this area. The 
Sikh rioters pierced into the pocket through Nimak 
Mandi area and it collapsed on 13th. PeojDle fled to 
Bhagtanwala Gate, Sharifpura, and the Railway 
Station. By the 15th, this pocket was deserted. 
Most of the houses w^ere burnt or looted. About 
500 persons lost their lives. 



“With the help of Ahal Wain family, the Ojlwnli (fin, to 
pocket faced the Hitun,lioii (ill I he, llltli, hid, vvliein 
this family fled in ])anie, l,he ritlu-i’n hint iK'iii't and 
left the plac(‘ in i(‘iTor ninidul, Ijidlej, nliotn luid the 
fire raging on all sides. Hiindrr*f| of persons losi 
their lives during (his pnnie. 

“Mahan Singh (late was on** /jf l he largesi poehefi^h) the 
city near Shaj-ifpiii’n fihfidi. !l s)/'e(eherl \t) Hsn/ 
Bagh (kite and eornjjrised about (1/(00 honses and- 
vas densely pojjulateri. U v/as atfaejo'd bo/n 
Snltanv.'ind (jale and Baglj Banee B'a//d s/de, 

‘■•About 50(» rioier- aimed v;iib ^nns, r/fhs-. and 

by the Bolter' and -O'eajjed /JibOar;/ e/zf/'/e// Kne|;a, 



( 'oiupaiiy worked diiy innl nifilit. nn^^nideingly (o 
save ]ie()j)le and siiec-eerled fo a ureal exlenl, bill 
.several thousands dieil there. 

On tlie l-ltli. people lloekerl to iSliarifpnra from all 
pockets in the city anil the snhnrhs. 'I'lie popida- 
tion here i imnediately swelled to ahoni one lakh. 
Sharifjmra heeanu* a refnecc eainp hnt it looked more 
like a prisoners' e.anip. It was ent oil' from the re.st 
of the city. It. was imjiossihle to eontaet any 
authority. 'I'here were no arranuoments for ration.s, 
conservancy and medical relief, d'he jiopidation 
was inereasinu honr hy hour and people were oeeupy- 
inu evi'ry available space .and even tlu* streets. 

I*eoj)le eominu fiom villaues related stories of abduc- 
tion of yonnu women by the Sikhs with the assistance 
of Stale Military of Ka])nrthala and Patiala on 
vehicles hrouLdd esj)eeially from these* States. 
.About fiOd such eases from dill'erent villaj^i's were 
hroutrht to our notice in Sharifpnra. 'I'lie matter 
was eventually (*e)nve 3 'ed to tlu* authorities but 
nothing was done in tin's connect ion. Cases of 
abduction took place even in the city. Some 
women coming from Mahan Singh Cate to Sharif- 
pura were kidnapped on the road in broad daylight 
-and taken to Burj Bhai Phoola vSingh. This was 
brought to the notice of Bai Bahadur Badri Dass, 
Superintendent, C. I, D., who visited Sharifpnra 
on the Icth but in spite of promises did nothing. 
A party from Sharifpnra Avent to reseue the girls 
and 3 i^ersons were shot dead by the Sikhs. 

Early on the 15th morning, a meeting was convened 
to form a Managing Committee of the Camp and it 
was also decided to hoist the Indian flag and pav 



- homage to it in the presence of local officials and in 
return, to ask them to ensure our safety. The local 
officials were contacted. At about 11 a.m., Rai 
Bahadur Badri Dass, Superintendent, C.I.D., 
S. Ujagar Smgh, Deputy Superintendent of Police, 
C.I.D., and Seth Sant Ram, M.L.A., came to Sharif- 
pura. The Indian flag was hoisted in theii* presence 
and the people assured them of their loyalty to the 
State and the flag and in return demanded jorotec- 
tion for their lives, honour and property. All 
persons mentioned above addressed the crowd and 
assured them of safety measm’es to be adopted forth- 
with. This j)ut heart into the people and there was 
a wave of satisfaction. We were assured of rations, 
conservancy arrangements and medical relief by 
the next day. But nothing was done. Instead, 
the fires in the city grew in intensity. 

■“Next day, we were bold enough to venture forth and 
take a deputation to the Deputy Commissioner 
(Mr. Nukal Sen). We passed through the bullets 
of the rioters and after waiting for ten hours at 
his residence got an interview in the evem'ng. We 
reiterated our demands for rations, conservancy 
arrangements and medical relief, communication 
with the officers and safe conveyance to Deputy 
Commissioner when and if required. He promised 
everything, but did nothing. 

' ‘The Camp was gratified to learn one day that a Liaison 
Officer had been appointed by the Paldstan Govern- 
ment. He opened his office in Cambridge Hotel, 
Amritsar, a place where no Muslim could safely go. 
He visited Sharifpura and we urged him to open an 
office there or make arrangements for easy contact 
■with him, but nothing tangible was done and we 
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■went on facing onr ]'>roblems ourselves. Perhaps 
through his exertions we were able to get special 
trains which ran twice a day and evacuated refiigees 
from Sharifpnra siding. 

With the annomi cement of Boundary Commission 
Award, onr last hope of remaming in Amritsar 
disapj)eared. Tlie inclusion of the major i^ortion 
of Gnrdaspur and finally of Jullimdur in Indian 
territory created new problems. People who had 
taken shelter in Batala. etc., fled and created panic 
throughout. The evacuation idea spread to Jullun- 
dirr and even beyond. The morale of the 3Iuslims 
was completely shattered. The rioters made full 
iise of this opportmiity and created havoc in the 
whole of the rural area of Amritsar. Batala and 
Jull-undiu’. The situation became uncon ti'ollable 
and the Boimdary Force which had never been 
dependable, lost its hold. jMass evacuation began 
on every side but due to lack of transport, resulted 
in chaos and general slaughter everywhere’\ 


IX 


The most despicable feature of the East Punjab massacres 
was the active collaboration of the civil authorities, the police 
and the military with the attackers and the looters. 

At AbduUahpur (Ambala), a Silvh-Hindu mob butchered 
the Muslims. Sub-Inspector Parkash Singh, m charge of the 
j)olice station of Jagadhari, arrived with 28 armed constables, 
of whom 16 were IMuslims, but when he found who the rioters 



were, he disarmed llie Muslim constables and handed over their' 
arms to the Sikhs, including tlic employees of Abdullahpur 
Mill who happened to be cx-mililary men. One of the statements 
of refugees from this district reads as follows : 

“ According to progranmic, after attacldng a Muslim 
village, all looted property was collected by the 
Sikhs in ]\Ian])ur Gurdawara, which was under the 
charge of Sardar GoiDal Singh, a maternal uncle 
of Sardar Baldcv Singh, Defence ]\Imister of the 
Government of India. The Datehgarh Gurdwara 
was also used for this purpose. Bands of Sildis 
emerged from this Gurdwara armed with weapons 
and proceeded to different villages to Idll and loot 
the j\Iuslims. Sub-Divisional Officer, Rupar, Pandit 
Shanti Sarup, and Sita Ram, Deputy Superintendent 
of Police, Ambala, encouraged the commission of 
atrocities. The Station Master of Rupar, a Sikh 
from the Gujranwala district, kept with him a few 
loafers of Rawalj)indi and Campbellpur who daily 
searched out Muslims travelling by train and 
slaughtered them brutally. Zaildar Swam Singh of 
Singhpura (Police Station Khara), Zaildar Raghbir 
Singh of Jliallan Kalan (Police Station Chamkaiu-), 
and Amar Nath, Pleader of Kharar, played a pro- 
minent part in bringing about the massacre of the 
Muslims. On August 29, village Sarana was attacked 
and about one hundred Muslims were put to the 
sword. Out of 1,200 Muslims travelling by a special 
refugee train on September 1, only two hundred 
survived. The Deputy Superintendent of Police 
/ and Sub-Divisional Officer supervised the slaughter. 

Chatambla camp was attacked on September 2, by 
Sikhs from Gaman and Fatehgarh, both in the 
Patiala State. Amar Singh and Mohindar Singh,. 


29 ' 



Ijainbardars, GurclmranSingli and Chambal Singh of 
]\Iadanli ICalan, licadcd the raiders who were armed 
with bren guns, rifles, spears, kirpans and other 
weapons. 'J-Miey were assisted by tlie Patiala State 
troops. A considerable number of Muslims were 
killed and many women were abducted. The village 
was set on fire. A party of Bachan Singh Bala of 
Bupar who liad many lorries and trucks, invaded 
villages Kotla and Kainaur and killed about oOO 
I\Iuslims be.sides looting their proj)erty. A foot 
convoy of about 15,000 I^Iuslims which started 
from Bupar on Scj)tcmber 23rd, for JCarali under a 
Sikh military escort in charge of Major Bachan Singh 
was attacked by a big mob of Sikhs armed with 
several types of dangerous weapons. The escort 
did not open fire on the attackers. About 4,000 
Muslims were lulled by the Sildis. Villages Bhatian, 
Panjkua, ICliant, Balan Khurd, Balan Kalan and 
Arnauli were also destroyed. A convoy including 
the residents of Chorta, Patiala State, Mahmud- 
pur and Sotal was on its way to Karali on September 
13th, when it was attacked near IQiarar by non- 
Muslims belonging to the party of Major Bachan 
Singh and the Naib-Tehsildar of Kharar. About 
2,500 out of 4,000 Muslims were killed”. 

At about 8 o’clock one morning, a jatha of Sikhs armed 
with spears, rifles and similar weapons and including among 
its members, Sikhs in military uniform attacked village 
•■Chamyari, Tehsil Ajnala, District Amritsar. This attack was 
organised by Prithi Pal Singh of village Channgari, Tehsildar 
of Ajnala, jethedar Munsha Singh and other Sikhs from neigh- 
bouring villages. The village was committed to flames after 
looting. The total number of Muslims killed and girls abducted 
could not be ascertained. 
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Atrocities coniiiiitlcd by tSildi gangs in rural areas comj)cl- 
led about six thousands villagers of Kanmlpura, Makain Klianu- 
wal, Vel'parang. Harar Kalan and llarar Bhorc-gil to leave 
their homes on the 2oth August and enter Pakistan. About 300 
of the people reached Ajiuila and the rest left for tlic crossing 
on the river. At Ajnala, the party stayed in the Zail Gliar 
iidjacent to the Police Siation and the Tehsil. At night the 
local »Suh-lnspector of Police, iMian Jogindej- yingh, and the 
yikh 'JVhsildar assisted by the Police and the Tehsil staff 
conducted a thorough search of the i)arty. They Were joined 
by the Sikh Kaib-Tehsildar, Jaswant Singh of Lakhov'al, and 
Sardar Jogindar Singh, Extra Assistant Commissioner, resident 
of Ajnala, and the refugees in the Zail Ghar were relieved of their 
•casli and jev'cllery. iSTcxt morning, Bogi'a soldiers escorted 
the i)arty to the river vhere they vere ambushed near village 
•Gorala bj an armed SikJi gang. The Bogra soldiers looked on 
while the raiders, aided by 8ardar Bishen Singh, Sub-Inspector 
of Police, resident of village Soolian, rutldcssiy shot down the 
jMuslims. Before oi)ening lire Sardar Indcr Singh, Tehsildar, 
tried to persuade some of the Muslims to embrace Sikhism, 
if they wanted to save themselves, their families and their 
property. 

About GOO villagers of Bhoma, District Amritsar, left their 
village in panic on the 17th of August for Fatehgarh Churian 
4ind then proceeded to Dora - Baba Nanak on the 25th. At 
village Baval close to tlic Sildie-kc canal bridge, a Sikli jatha 
4ittacked the refugees, looted their property, abducted twenty 
women and killed 30 men. Fifty men from the jjarty ran away. 
The rest crossed the rivei' by paying Rs. 2,500 to the Dogra 
^nd Sikh soldiers stationed near the river. 

The Sub-Inspector of Police, Police Station Sarhali, came 
to village Kot Muhammad Ifhan and pressed the Muslims to 
surrender arms and leave the village. The villagers, when 
«^ssured that they would be provided with safe escort, gave 



10,000 rupees to the Sub-Inspector as price of the military 
escort which consisted of nine men. When the convoy reached 
near Canal Rest House, Nowsiiera Pannuan, it was made to 
stay there for tlie night. The escort by means of torches selected 
certain women in the caravan «and raped them. 

Dewan Dilbagh Rai, Honorary Magistrate, accompanied 
by Dogra troops went to Badowal Kalan, Gurdaspur district, 
and arrested about 50 men who were guarding their village 
against the SOvh hooligans. A day after the Id, the village 
was raided by the Sikhs from tlie Amritsar district. Even- 
tually, the villagers formed a convoy and marched towards 
Pakistan unescorted. At Saldd Nalla, the Silchs attacked 
with guns and bombs causing sixty deatiis. As the refugees 
had to wade through the stream because they were not allowed 
to cross over the bridge, many cliildren were drowned. The 
Dogra military escort joined them there, but they had hardly 
gone two miles, when the Sildis of the local villages began an 
attack. The military, instead of resisting the attackers, 
signalled to them to attack from the rear. A major attack 
was launched on the refugees. There was another attack 
half a mile further. At the Ravi bridge they were held up as a 
non-Mushm convo}'^ was coming from Pakistan. After half an 
hour, when the sun had set and it was dark, the officer in 
charge of the mifitary picket ordered the Mushms to pass 
along a narrow passage just below the bridge where every one 
was searched and whatever was left on him was taken away 
by the military. 

About a lakh of Muslims from villages surrounding Qadian 
collected in Qadian proper, as they had been attacked by the 
Sikhs helped by the Hindu troops and the Hindu and Sikh 
police who evicted them from their houses, looted their property 
and also abducted several women. The Sikhs were then 
invited to Qadian by the Sikh Assistant Sub-Inspector. On 
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September 15 or 16, curfew was imposed on the town. Simul- 
taneously, the Sikhs aided by Hindii3j'oops and non-Muslim 
police raided the !Muslim ]\Iohallas of Darul Anwar, Danil 
Sad, Darul Simla' and Islam Abad. These mohallas were 
looted. The Assisi ant Sub-Inspector along with the military 
raided “ Gul-c-Bana ” in j\Iohalla Darul Anwar and broke into 
the bungalow where about 400 Muslims had collected. AH the 
valuables demanded by the military were handed over to them. 
Then the j\Iuslims were split into three groups consisthig of 
women, old men and young men. The young men were forced 
to march out and were fired at by the military. On September 
25th, “ Bait-ul-Zafar,” the property of Sir Zafrullah Khan, 
which was occupied by I\Iuslim refugees from village Mangal, 
was searched by Hindu troops who deprived the refugees of 
their cash and ornaments. I\ruslim girls from the rural areas 
had collected in the open, near the Talcem-ul-lslam College 
and other places. A number of them were carried away by 
the Hindu soldiers at night and while some of them were 
restored to their parents after being raped, the others dis- 
appeared for good. On September 27, Lt.-Col. Gm’bachan Singh 
told the j\Iuslims of Qadian that *thc non-Muslim refugees from 
West Punjab wore pressing the Government to settle them in 
East Pimjab, and the local Muslims would have to be evicted 
soon to make room for them. On the night between October 
2 and 3, about 2,000 Sikhs attacked the village Bhaini at 9 p.m. 
The ]\Iuslims quitted the place next morning. Their village 
was looted by the Sikhs and the Hindu troops, and the daughters 
of the Muslim Zaildar of the village were carried away by the 
Sikhs. The Sikhs launched an attack on Qadian at 9 a.m. on 
October 3, during the curfew hours attacldng simultaneously 
the mohallas of Darul Fateh, Darul Bahmat and Darul Usar. 
Another attack was made by the Sikhs with the active assistance 
of the Hindu military who forcibly evicted the Muslims from 
their houses and butchered about 60 of them. 
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A niililnry coiivo^’^ wth Major JJaud as Commander was 
sent to Qadian to evacuate the local Muslims. The Qadian 
Hindu troops harassed them, checked up the ammunition 
held the Muslim escort and then detained the convoy for 
four and a half hours. The Sildis were looting the refugees of 
their valuables with the coimivancc of the Sildi police. Those 
who resisted search of their belongings or refused to part with 
them were fired at. This was brought to the notice of Captain 
Mahag Singh of 3/1 Punjab Regiment, now attached to 3/7 
Para Regiment, and desjjitc his assurances, Muslim houses 
continued to be looted. In fact, the military and the police 
themselves looted the LIuslims and helped the Sikli looters. 
The house of Khan Bahadur Abdul Hussain, retired Inspector 
of Schools, was plimdercd. The convoy which comprised 6 
lorries in aU was held up for search of passengers including 
women, despite Captain Mahag’s promise to let the convoy 
pass unsearched. The Hindu Jemadar demanded and was 
paid Rs. 200. 

On September 3, Muslims of Hansi (Hissar district) were 
attacked by Hindu gangs udth the active assistance of the 
Hindu and SOdi Police. Sub-Inspector Sampuran Singh led 
the police party who helped the mob to butcher the Muslims 
and set fii-e to their houses. About 300 Muslims were IdUed. 
Sardar Swaran Singh (I\Iinister, East Punjab) was himself on the 
spot when Muslims were attacked in Harter Badla in the 
Hoshiarpur District. 

It must not be assumed that the non-Muslim troops found 
free field for theh partiality only in the East Punjab. The 
West Punjab did not fare any better. Thus the Chief Secretary 
of the Punjab in his report, dated the end of August— 

Partiahty on the part of troops is reported, particu- 
larly in regard to the Sikh troops of the 1/2 Punjab 
Regiment, 3rd Dogras, who were on duty in the 
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RIontgomery district, the Mahratta troops in the- 
Multaii district and also against the Dogra Unit 
in the Lahore district. In the Montgomery district, 
one Suh-Lispector and three foot -constables, in the 
Lahore district two foot-constables and in the Sialkot 
district one foot -constable were shot dead by non- 
Muslim trooj)s. Cases of Police Officers detained 
by the non-Muslim military and subjected to indig- 
nities Were also reported. In the Montgomery 
district the Uogras, mider a Sikh Major, shot dead 
•v\ithout any reason two AveU-to-do and respectable 
Muslims, one of whom n as a Municipal Commis- 
sioner. The Deputy Commissioner, Montgomery, 
rexiorts that far from bemg helj)ful, the non-MusHm 
trooj)S in his district made the situation more 
difficult. Small parties of Sikh soldiers who were 
permitted by their officers to look for their relations 
in the Colony areas, have been attacking Mushms- 
vdthout provocation.” 

In an Appendix to this note \vill be found more than a 
hundred recorded instances of such treachery on the part 
of the military and the police. What the total number of 
such instances must be, can only be left to the imagination. 
Many of these occurred in the area controlled by the Punjab- 
Boundary Force. 



None Was better placed than the Punjab Boundary Force- 
to observe the total range of the massacres in August. For 



-an over-all account of them we turn, therefore, tc a statement 
a Muslim Officer on the stall of the Commander of the 
Force. 

“Soon after my arrival, General Bees ealled a big meeting 
of all his Commanders down to Bns., the liead of the 
local C. I. D. and other senior police officials. He 
asked the policemen to put us in the picture as to the 
situation then existing in the Punjab and especially 
the Sffih attitude, and then in the light of that 
he would issue his directive to the ^Military Com- 
manders. The Policemen left no doubt in our 
minds that the Sikhs liad carried out very extensive 
preparations and that they together with the 
PSSS. were spoiling for a fight with the ]\Iusal- 
mans. It was fairly clear that large scale disturb- 
ances were in the offing. Based on tins, General 
Pees made his dispositions. His directive to the 
Commanders was that every conceivable effort 
should be made to keep the troops impartial and 
opportunities sought to inflict stunning casualties 
on malefactors. He, however, foresaw that in the 
event of general conflagration, his troops would not 
be able to cover such a vast area with bad road 
communications. 

“The Force consisted of five active Brigades id addition 
to any fixed installations and training centres that 
were located in the districts of the Punjab eovered 
by the Pimjab Boundary Force. The proportion 
of Muslim and non-Muslim troops was about So 
per cent and 65 per cent. Without an exception 
aU Brigade Commands and Unit Commands vrere 
Europeans and non-Muslims. There were very few 
Muslim officers even on Company Command level. 

V 
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The effect of this Jack of balance wan brou'/bt io IJ }0 
notice of the Comrnarifler, who ahio real) fieri tiie 
consequences. 

“I adTised General Ptces to toke the yfobljejan;} iind ihh 
Press into confidence and tell them v/hat v/im IjfJiif/ 
done and ask for their co-operatirai and /'n'fiietance. 
Such meetings vrere arranged and y/ent oii' ‘/er y y/eJJ, 
At the same time I y/ent and begged /dme/zm 


and Eon-dluslirn poliiieiahs to iesne a joirit appe.a) 


for peace. Puither 
Gfani Eartar Singh a 

^ ^ —A 




. 1.7 


y/e got 
nd other 
d'ch they 

a/ 


idaeter fi'ara ;ihjgh; 
S/kh lee/ioar; </> ah''// 
did /n a .hah'hea/k/l 



bank of river Kavi in Amritsar and Gurdaspur dis- 
tricts. Having finished vith the butchery, the 
jathas would then loot the place and set it on fire. 
These jathas and their targets were very carefully 
controlled by a central organisation run by the 
Sikh personnel of the 1. N. A. I believe Mohan 
Singh and Naranjan Singh Gill were the evil 
geniuses of this organisation. They prostituted their 
military knowledge for killing innocent Muslims 
including defenceless women and children. They 
ran a proper War Room with maps and everjrthing, 
and indicated targets and detailed off jathorS for 
dealing with them. Further, to conserve their arms 
and ammunition and to effect proper concentration 
of effort’ they restricted their activities to one or 
two districts at a time until all the East Punjab 
districts were hit and Muslims either destroyed or 
driven into so called Refiigee Camps. Their object 
was clear. They were aiming at complete elimination 
of the Musalmans from Eastern Punjab so as 
to get a lever for their yet unborn Ehahstan. 

“To put it mildly, the Muslims were caught napping. 
There was no preparedness to meet the Sikh on- 
slaught and there was no proper leadership. The 
local leaders left their people in the lurch and were 
the first to run when the trouble started. Under 
such circumstances the fate of the Mnshms was a 
foregone conclusion. There is no doubt that this 
has cost us very dearly and that we have suffered 
one of the major disasters in our history. 

‘‘On the transfer of power on 15th August, East Punjab 
Government saw to it that 85 per cent of the Muslim 
Police were disarmed and humiliated and the Muslim 
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Civil officials sacked, leaving mainly Siklis and odd 
Hindns. This measure alone was enough to break 
the Muslims’ back. From then on the administration 
openly sided with the Sikh jathas and aided and 
abetted their activities. I have seen with my own 
eyes in Amritsar and Jullundur and I have also been 
told by leading Hindu officials, cases of Sikh police 
escorting looted property. They carried out excesses 
against the Muslims at the same time ignoring 
all activities of the Siklis. In fact the East Punjab 
administration with its depleted and partial PoHco 
existed only in name. 

“There is no doubt that up to a point the army remained 
unbiassed and did its best, but a stage was reached 
when the troops began to act partially and at times 
carried out excesses on the opposite cbmmmiity. 
At that time there was a great Muslim public demand 
that the troops employed in West Punjab and those 
employed in the protection of refugees in the East 
Punjab should be entirely Muslim. 

“I have a feeling that if a proportion of Muslim officers 
had been put in command of troops at this stage, 
a lot of this criticism would have been disarmed 
and they would have been able to do some good both 
in helping the refugees and maintenance of law and 
order. 

“I have seen and heard of some very gruesome things 
during the course of my stay. Eor instance scores 
of women and children were burnt alive in their 
houses, babies removed from the wombs of pregnant 
woruen and their heads severed, women raped and then 
• spiked, procession of naked Muslim women taken 
out, yoxmg girls raped and murdered in the presence 



of their relations. In places, I have seen respect- 
able-looking Sildis leading attacks on villages and 
taldng great dehght in removing the humble belong- 
ings of the poor victims. In Patiala territory, 
I have seen lorry-loads of loot being brought into 
Pohce stations for safe custody. On a number of 
occasions Patiala PoHce and the troops were seen 
standing by whilst the villages were being burnt 
and loot and massacres were going on. I have a 
feehng that very few Musalmans will be able to 
come out of the outlying places in the Sikh States 
to teU their sorry tales. 

•‘I have had several opportunities of contact with people 
hke Baldev Singh, Sawarn Singh, Gopi Chand Bhar- 
gava and others such hke. I can say this much that 
there is no remorse or regret in the minds of Sikh 
leaders for what has happened.” 

A striking example, from a different source, illustrative 
of the method of Sikh attacks as described in the above 
statement is given as an appendix to “ Note on the Sikh Plan 


As We pass from August to September, we find milhons of 
Mushms huddling together for safety in large or small 
concentrations or taking to the road and heading towards 
Pakistan. But their persecutors who had burnt their villages, 
plundered their property, raped their Women and chased 
the Wretched survivors out of their homes, pursued and 
slaughtered them on the Waj^. Some instances of attacks on 
the foot convoys in Ambala, JuUundur, Amritsar, Perozepore 

40 



and on the refugee camps in Jullundur are given below I 
way of examples. 

ATTACKS ON FOOT CONVOYS 


Ambala District , — The S. D. 0. Xtupai' inai'clxid oil’ 
convoy of Muslims from Rupar to Kurah al’tor tlie notoi io 
attack on the Rupar refugee train at Sirhind in tli(! fii’nt we< 
of September. It was guarded by non-Muslijn juilit/ny /u 
was attacked hj- the Sikhs, resulting in licavy caBualii(5s ai 
plundered and abduction of young women and gii'ls. ^I.'l 
entire convoy would have been butclicrcd Jiad not (Jiijjtji,. 
Hardings, I. A. arrived and lulled a few of tlie attacicei's. 


2. In the third week of Septemljer 1947 a convoy ol’ aboi 
5,000 Muslims coming from Chotaia was attacked near Kliaiv 
and the Magistrate ordered firing on the convoy. This cause 
considerable loss of hfe and property. Many girJs v/cj 
abducted, hlajor Witten, I. A., v/ent to the sjjot and rescue 
the Musalmans. 200 seriously wounded pcjsons includin 
babies, children, old v.'omen and men v/ere brought back b 
him. They are eventually taken to a hospital near the Kura. 
Camp. 


3. In the third v.'eek of Sept-ember, a convoy of 15,00' 


Muslims v.'as being brought under escort from Kanakpur, Jtupa 


TehsiL It v.'as attacked resulting in €0 killed., many vtounde' 
and missim^. 12 ghis v.'ere abducted and there v/as eonsider abf 


ol-o., al, Kjutaj.p"”’ jV’"”’ " (M. iMOtn iuy, spears, Mrpans, 

wliioli was a1,i,acjforl * /lunrclcci by the Dogras 

iiiioii iVom IJio (iHcorl, •,!" •’'M-b I ho ioMi. JiTo inform- 

tlio rorugces put, them jU*"!' was for Ml coming, but 

(Paldsian) met several in'-* ,'^.**'* Ohio!' Liaison Officer 

obildron in tlie way. ^ lot^oj- including women and 
lying on both the aides nf it ''hhlifd' (nul nlhcr propei-tr was 

Amritsar Transit Camp ibr Tui ’’“''‘^tonc mniuini: from the 
while passing throngli AnnitHar ^ <d-iac,kcd thi-ee times 
.attack '«’ith fii'earnis, spears, fncov'd^ " as one serious 

the convoy by one of the two ulievpj Instead of passing 
thronch Sharifyura, which was plur-eri'^^ it wtis passed 

cuvdnv. Small 



incidents started in Sliarifpui'a after lialf the convoy had boon 
through. At about 6-30 people started gathering in largo 
numbers on both the sides of the road, but the Milil-ary 
(Gorldias and Dogras) took no action. The Additional Police 
which is located in the Hide Market, started a regular loot and 
then the Sikh Jathas joined in. By 7-30 a. m. plunder and kil- 
ling were in full swing and the Police looted for about half an 
hour. One of the Dogra officers went back to the Mai Mandi 
and informed the Muslim military and sought their help on the 
ground that since the Police had joined, there might bo a clash 
between the Police and the Military. They came up and 
opened fire and dispersed the Sffili jatha. 12 Muslims wore 
killed and 150 injured, mostly women and children. About 
25-30 were near death. About 35 women were abducted. 
Quite a large crowd of about 6/7 thousands Sikhs had collected. 
A truck-load of Muslim iVClitary reached there and announced 
that they were escorting the convoy, with the result that the 
Sikhs dispersed. The Brigade gave 4 three-ton vehicles and 
these were all filled up with the injured persons. 

Purther on, a bomb was thrown on the convoy near 
Putligar. Several persons were injured, but there were no fatal 
casualty. The D. C, himself saw two policemen who along with 
some jathas had attacked the tad-end of the convoy near the 
Chhehrta T. T. Post and MUed Muslims and looted half a dozen 
- carts. The D. C. arrested the two Police constables and 2 
Gurkhas, a boy scout and three Akalis. 

Im the second week of September, a motor convoy was again 
attacked between the Transit Camp and Amritsar city. Xo 
details were available, but Sh. Sadiq Hassan, hkl/.A., saw 
several injured being taken away. These atta.eks nearly 
heeame a dr? fly occurrence. 

On the loth evening, a foot convoy marehingfrom Shergarh^ 
two miles from Hoshiarpur, was a L sacked by a cikh mob. 
Several people were injureo. arm one girl .••as abducted. 



A few foot convoys had been started by the local Police 
from Tanda Urmar and beyond, under police escort which 
generally deserted on the way. They were then set upon by 
Silch jathas who generally exterminated the whole lot and ab- 
ducted young women and girls. Very few of them escaped 
to tell the story. 

Amritsar District — A convoy in the second week of Sep- 
tember was attacked thrice at village Singhi, Naurangabad and 
Tam Taran. About 250 were killed. 

Ferozepore District — In the second week of September, 7^000 
Musalmans started on foot from Zira'(Paridkot State). They 
were attacked on the way and all young men were killed and 
young women abducted. 2,700 persons, mostly old men and 
women reached Gandasinghwala almost naked. 

A Muslim convoy of about 3,000 was marching from the 
south of Ferozepore District towards Abohar. Information' was 
received by the D. C. Montgomery that it had been attacked. 
He sent an Officer of the Punjabis to reconnoitre, who returned 
with the news that round about Abohar he had found the road 
littered with dead bodies. On making enquiries he had 
learnt that the entire convoy had been butchered with the active 
assistance of the Dogras who were escorting the Mussalmans. 
It is significant that no dead bodies of women were found by 
this officer. Presumably they had all been abducted. 

ATTACKS ON CAMPS, 

Jullund^r District — ^About 1.5,000 Mussalmans had gathered 
in village Nurpur from the surrounding area. The Chief Liaison 
Officer (Pakistan) approached the D. C. to declare it a camp 
but he expressed his inability to do so and advised him 
to evacuate the village. The Dogras were protecting it. An 
attack was launched by a Sikh jatha in the third week of 
September and about a thousand were killed. A couple of 
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lumdrcd ^vcro Ininit alivo and aluuit tla'.Mnnu' luindior ti| vmini' 
women were abdneted. 

2. There was a hi},' ecau'cnl lal ion jil' ahonl 10 In ll» 
thousand Mussahnnns pro! eel ed hy li'e Doi'raa. li wan al laeloMi 
on the 10/inth of Se])teinher reiaillinp, in 7/» hilled and lei 
severely wounded. The. reinaininp Mnatialniana \ver(' evaeii/i(ed 
to an open space by llu' 2;7 Ilajpula. 

3. The Dogras look over Ihe )iro(eelion of ai^ aa roniid 
about Jullundur al)nnl llu* second weef, of rjcjdenihei’, (knee 
then eonditions bts-aine unbearable, 'I'wo nten y-ere tilini. 
by them in village Khurln Kingra and ajiolliej' io vill/ige O/ola 
piira. Village Kiimla Kingra had ahonl ko.OOO utr-iifninni' 
and Parlajuira a lean oO.onf) .Mut-lini:-, In lie- lo//ne/ villa//' 
the two ^luslinis siioi v.cic <decping on o/n- i jde ol (he 

some distance and in die latlei- djr- young mutt • ohp / i/d 

to the Dogra= mo-, i:;-.' .'.-bont fjccly anjong: ’ Mm li/// /o/h'-. 



There were similar attacks on refugee trains and goods 
trains destined for Pakistan and a list of such attacks is given 
appendix. A certain historical significance, however, 
attaches to the derailment of the Karachi-bound Paldstan 
special, which left Delhi on the 9th of August, carrying the 
first batch of the Muslim staff who were to set up the Secretariat 
of the new Dommion of Pakistan. D. W. McDonald, Additional 
Deputy Commissioner of Ferozepore who was asked by the Chief 
Secretary of the Punjab to investigate the matter submitted 
a report which is attached here as a separate appendix and 
which is of interest as showing the careful planning which had 
<Tone to the perpetration of this crime. 


XII 


September was by no means a quiet month in the West 
Punjab and non-Muslims suffered much at the liands of the 
retaliatory spirits in that part of the Province. There were 
isolated cases of stabbing in Lahore during the first week. At 
i;he end of the week, the town showed a marked tendency to 
return to the normal, when the atmosphei e was again distrurbed 
by the news of the flare-up in Delhi and the rumour that Maulana 
Shabbir Ahmed, a theologian much respected by the Muslims, 
had been assasinated. This rumour had a most disconcerting 
-effect. An evacuee train carrying non-Muslim refugees from 
Rawalpindi was derailed near Lahore ; a refugee convoy in trucks 
was held up by some Pathaus near the Ravi bridge and two 
of the refugees were killed. On the 15th, a train of Muslim 
refugees which had been derailed and attacked by Sikhs near 
Amritsar arrived in Lahore, and three days later, came the 
news from Kasur that naked Muslim women had arrived there 
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in ' a refugee convoy. The situation deteriorated once more. 
Four non-Muslims were killed at the Lahore station and 12 
near Moghulpura. The 21st of September was a bad day : 
a caravan of 50,000 Muslims from JuHunder arrived with heart- 
rending accounts of how they had been attacked by the Sikhs 
at 3 different places near Amritsar ; a Muslim refugee train which 
had been attacked by the Sikhs between Sirhind and Ludhiana 
brought many dead and wounded to Lahore ; and another train 
which had been attacked at Beas arrived with 109 corpses of 
which 72 were those of children. The next day the non-Muslim 
refugee train berthed at Moghulpura was attacked and 32 people 
were killed. A refugee special from Delhi was attacked at 
Amritsar ; 17 trucks brought three to four hundred victims of 
this attack to Lahore on the 24th and caused much excitement. 

News -of such attacks spread throughout the province. 
There were isolated stabbings in Rawalpindi ; sixty non-Muslims 
were killed on the 11th, and 14 on the 24th. A Muslim mob 
in Multan Cantonment attacked a lorry carrying non- Muslims. 
On the 2nd, Sikh evacuees attacked Muslim villages in Multan 
district and there was much looting and arson. On the follow- 
ing day, several villages in P.S. Sadr Multan were looted by 
Muslim mobs, and on the 5th, 300 Hindus were killed near 
Shujabad. A number of attackers were shot down by the 
Police, but the situtation did not improve till the 12th. On the 
14th, the Sikhs of villages Wanjari and Chak No. 9 (Multan 
district) who possessed illicit arms began to harass Muslim 
refugees coming into Multan. Non-Muslim troops also shot- 
down Muslims and abducted some Muslim women. During 
the last week, news of Sikh attacks on Muslim refugee trains 
added to the provocation and a non-Muslim evacuee train was 
attacked near Lodhran. Twenty evacuees were^ killed ; forty 
Muslims were shot down by the military escort. 

In Sialkot, an armed Dogra and Sikh mob, took the initia- 
tive and attacked village Patwal on the 2nd and' large jathas 
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of iSiklis IVoiii vShoikhuiHirn niul (inj ran wain heading for 
Whidliala riieeina erealed j)anic! in Muslim villages. From the 
‘Jnd If) the 11th there w(‘re daily reports of border raids by 
■irnied Sikhs assistf'd by Dogras from .Jammu State. 

In Slu'ilchnpnra, on the llrd September, one Sikh jatha of 
2,000 and anotluM’ of the same number using hand-grenades 
elnslu'd with tin* military wlio ea])t.nred one small cannon. 
Sikhs attacked village Mahesh wilh hand-grenades on the same 
dav and killed !100 Muslims. A couple of flays earlier about 
!10'40,000 Sikhs had (collected in village Gobindgarh and opened 
fire on the l)e])uty (.'ommissioner who. aj)j)roachcd them with 
a white fh^g and held parleys with them in the presence of 
Brigadier Seott and the Otlicer Commanding the troops. The 
Sikhs refused to suriendcr their arms. Attacks on Muslim 
\dllagcs l)y well-armed Sikhs, sometimes on horseback, continued 
till the nth. The cvafuiation of -tO.OOO Sikhs in Nankana »Sahil> 
began on the 13th and of 30,000 Sikhs in Sacha Saiida on the 
ISth, b\tt they had refused to move until they received orders 
from the Akali High Conimanfl from Amritsar to do so. 
'I’liroughout the month, Sikhs in this district continued to 
raid IMuslim villages. In some eases they came out of their 
“ refugee c'amiis at night to attack and returned to the camps 
at daybreak. 

In Montgomery, Sikh evacuee columns broke up and 
attacked 'Muslim villages cn route, Dogra escorts participating 
in 'these attacks, Faridkot State jccjis attacked Muslims in 
Pakpattan area. A non-Muslim convoy was attacked near 
Arifwala, but the military rc])ulsed the attackers. A convoy 
of Sikhs and Hindus was looted on the 22nd near Palq)attan. 

With the arrival of refugees froin East Punjab, the situa- 
tion in Lyallpur became explosive. Sikh military personnel, 
who were permitted to visit their relatives ,in the district and 
help thern to evacuate, became a menace. Giani Kartar Singh’s 
visit to Lyallpur on the 7th did not improve the situatipi). , He 
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instigated the Sikhs 1:6 leave their villages vdthont an escort, 
which 'was not calculated to make their exodus peaceful. 
Thejf burnt their villages before leaving them and marched in 
thousands, in columns several miles long, carrying arms, and 
engaging the ^Muslims on tlie way. 

There were attacks on non-Muslims in Sargodha, IMianwali, 
Defa Ghazi ‘ Khan, IMuzaffargarh, Attock and Camjjbellpur 
and on many of these occasions, the Pathans joined the local 
riff-raff in looting. 

In Gujranwala, on the 14th, an armed Sikh gang attacked 
village Karial Kalan and another gang of 40 cm horseback 
attacked village Jhallan. A train carrying non-Muslim 
refugees was attacked by a mob. at Kamoke on the 24th. 
Three hundred Hind\is and Siklis were killed, but the military 
escort inflicted heavy'casualatics on the attackers. Two trains 
were derailed bv mobs, near Wazirabad on the 2Gt]i and the 
27th. Kone on the first'day and eight on the second day were 
killed. 

This is as accurate and comprehensive a picture of the 
situation in the West Punjab in the month of September as can 
be given in a few paragraphs. It does not jDresent the ^Muslims 
as entirely iimocent. But there are some features of this 
jDicture which sharpl}' contrast witli the general pattern of 
events in the East Punjab during the same period. iMuslim 
excesses, apart from isolated stabbings and sporadic — com- 
paratively minor — hapjienings, occured in waves, each wave 
being caused by some provocation from the Sikhs who were still 
residing in the West Punjab districts or by news of some major 
atrocity in the East Punjab. Train and truck-loads of Muslim 
corpses from across the border created reactions which it was 
not easy either for the individuals directly afiected or for the 
authorities, to control. Convoys of Muslims arriving from East 
Punjab ]presehted a pathetic spectacle, whereas convoys of 
Sikhs evacuating 'West ■ Punjab left their villages defiantly, 



killiiiL! and pillaping on the way. Hardly any attack by the 
Muf^linis went nninmishcd by the military or tlic police. The 
non-Miisliin minority in the West Punjab, be it noted, were 
able almost uj) to the last minnt-e, to be actively aggressive, 
and even when they were massed together in large concentra- 
tions, ])resumably for self-protection, to rush out at night and 
inflict casualties on the 2\ruslims. A list of attacks in the West 
Punjab on refugee trains is given as an Appendix. It vill not 
be without interest to compare it -^nth the statement of attacks 
on r\ruslini refugee trains. If nothing else, the comparison wiU 
at least show that the Muslims were not nearly so efficient in 
the art of large-scale Idllings as the non-^Mushms across the 
border. They had no plan, no method, no organisation. They 
acted as their natural impulses prompted them from time to 
time. Why they were angr\% they killed and looted and 
burnt. When the anger passed, they fell again into a state of 
depression, puzzled at what had befallen them, — till they 
were jirovoked again. Unlike the Sikhs and the Hindus, they 
did not have to go through a programme drawn up for them 
in a War Room — a programme which they must carry out, 
provocation or no provocation. 


Xlll 


Sprawling across the eastern part of the Punjab Pro- 
vince are the Punjab States — Patiala, Xabha, Faridkot, Jind 
and Kapurthala, ruled by Sikh ]\Iaharajas but with substantial 
Muslim popuJations. These ambitious autocrats were in- 
toxicated more than ordinary mortals, by the dream of a Sikh 
sovereign State in which they imagined themselves as occupy- 
ing powerful positions and extensive sway. They had long 
being flirting with Sikh extremist politicians and gradually 
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became tlic refuge and the strength of the Akalis. During- 
the massacres, tlie geograpliical situation of these States, 
the autocratic autliority of the rulers, and the resources- 
at their disposals, gave them much bettor scope for furthering 
the Sikh Plan than was available to their co-religionists in the 
rest of the Punjab. The fullest advantage was taken of the 
facilities at their command to organise and carr^’’ out the large 
scale annihilation, plunder and expulsion of their Muslim 
subjects. Walled as they were behind the borders of their 
territories, little authentic new's of their crimes managed to 
escape for a long time, beyond rumours wliich seemed incredible 
at the time but which subsequent events have shown to have- 
been perhaps yet short of the whole awful truth. There is no 
doubt that extensive killings of Muslims in these States have 
taken place of which the full evidence will perhaps never come 
to light. We reproduce below'^ a statement by a Muslim, who 
till four years ago was a senior police officer in the Patiala 
State Service and who is in a position to give both background 
and recent facts : 

“ I retired from State Service towards the end of 1944^ 
Whilst I was S.P., Narnaul, I learnt that the Raj 
Jotshi (astrologer) of Mohindergarh was said to 
possess an old copy of the Sau Sakhi predicting the 
suzerainty of the Silchs in the Punjab and the estab- 
lishment of a Sikh State, whose head was to be the 
successor of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. It was said that 
the description of the ruler mentioned in the Sau 
Sakhi tallied with that of Yadavinder Singh, the 
present Maharaja of Patiala. This news found its 
way to the Maharaja who sent for the astrologer, 
and after hearing him, attached him to his personal 
staff. 

“In those days, the Allies were suffering heavy repulses 
in the East and the invasion of India by the Japanese 
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was threatened. In view of the prediction in the 
Sau Salclii and the possibilities involved in the 
threatened Japanese onslaught, the Maharaja explored 
all means of collecting as ihuch armament as could 
be found. Divers were engaged to carry out 
extensive searches in old wells in the various forts 
in the State, including those in Bhatinda, Bahadur- 
garh and Mohindergarh. I also had a search niade 
in the Llohindergarh Fort mider the orders of' S. 
Gurdial Singh, the then I.G.P., Patiala. l\Ir. Hutton, 
an old employee of the State, was specially recalled 
from Dehra Dun to undertake the reconditidnmg 
of old weapons recovered from the wells, as well 
as of those stored in the State armoury at 
Patiala. Later, he was deputed to experiment in 
the manufacture of rifles and gims in the factory 
of Ramji Dass Harbans Lai at Bassi Pathanan, 
Patiala State, which manufactured spare parts of 
sewing machines. I have seen two rifle barrels 
prepared in the factory, 

‘To make the prediction mentioned above come true, 
the Maharaja began to arm the Sikhs in the State. 
He also established contacts with the leadmg 
Alkalis, contrary to the jjohcy pursued by his late 
father. The Maharaja’s marriage to the daughter 
of Har Chand Singh Jaijee, an exiled Akah leader 
of the State, was not without pohtical significance. 
Jaijee wielded considerable mfluence among the 
leading lights of the Panth. The Maharaja began 
seriously to interest himself in Akah affairs. Master 
Tara Singh, G. Kartar Singh, S. Baldev Singh, and 
other Alcahs visited Patiala where they were treated 
as State guests and meetmgs in camera were held. 
The Akali movement gained momentum in the 



Patiala State, though tlio Police coiitiiuuMl, /in unu/il, 
to keej) an eye on tlie AUalin vinitiiig tlie Sl.iiXe, 
Arms were secretly fhstrihul-ofl to tlie Sikitn o(il,ni<lo 
the State. 


*‘The Akalis’ influence ou the JMahn.niJa gr/ulimJly 
increased. They began to inl-erlei'e iu th/i iiH'iiirii 
of the State /uid prevailisd upoii the M/iIum'/iJ/i, to 
appoint a Sikh to rejil.'ice liana 'I’ahi Molid. Kh/oi, 
the Muslim Insjicctor-fknieral of IV)lh!c. 'I'he 
number of Muslims in tlie police anri civil depart- 
ments was considevahly re/luce.d am! SiUlm a,]>))oinl/ed 
in their place ; Akali^V/i/z/^^a were organiaed ; HV/c.epe/'C 
and chumars were converted io Sikhism ; Curmiukhi 
was introduced as the court langp;age; and iion- 
Sikh State employees were tlneatemc'd v/itli for- 
feiture of ser\nce if they failed to pass tlie ])re’,i<',ri- 
bed Gurmukhi examination, '^i'he rejacsentation of 
Mu.slims in Stale sei‘’,dces v/as jeduced belov/ tlie 
percentage of population. 


‘'After my r'etijeraenl in 
OTisiness and stalled 


ftecen/be/'- f took 

a P-v/ industrial eon s 


up 

in 



Mr. Ihitlon'f' unc jijMiin iit ili.-'fd for the 

iniimiriu t tin- i»f lirmrjufi in Miibaralc, Bir 

Biiviiitlf'r SiiifOn S.I’., B.nnifilu, S, Siiiclnlfv Siiij'li. 
♦'X* Di'vi-lnpinonl Miiii.'itvi- iind S. Pritnin .Sinjdi. 
Sindhn, » x- Inronin-tnx Onit f v, were ‘i'crt lly d^'pnt^al 
bv thr Mnhttrajn t<> t>])tnin lircnniUi. S. Bir 
Davitulrr Sinp.h, S.P. Pairiuda n-nmiiH-fl nlmriit 
frnm lii't di.xtrirt lor ubniit ii nioiith. (It was uairl 
tiuit S. P.aldt-v Siindn l)( ff nca> M( inb<-r, Irulia I'liion, 
waji to arraiiL'o the 'Uipply of lirraniia to tlic Slfito 
from Ib'iti/di lorritory). On hi.‘< return, it u/i*. ^eeii 
tliat S. liir Devinder Siiudi’^i ear a.!id tnnd> iiore 
rK'titioil>^ ntnnlter plate,-^, atid the word ‘I’nlic' 
was found painted on them. P»ir D.avinder Sineh 
when ([Ue.'it ioned by his eolleat:ue.i atul frieml.s. 
j;ave o\it tliat in* %\us on a st-rret errand ^])eeiHlly 
entrusted to liim by llis lliLdiness, Shortly after 
liis return In* eolleeted hrearms ineludinL' rifles, 
revolvers, and pistols, na-overed iji criminal eases 
and dejiosited in P«)liee and .ludieial armouries in 
the Barnalii I)istri<'t, and himself distributed them 
to the Akali jnthrdnr.'i in the Baranala District. 
Similar arransKunents were madi' in the Sunam ajul 
Ihissi Districts. 

‘'A month or .so before the last Id, I learnt that the 
Akali j f///u!.s' in the State were armed through their 
jcithcclars by the Superintendents of PoViec in every 
district. They were meant to assi.st the State 
forces in launching attacks on the State Mu.sliins. 
Reliable and trustworthy, ]n-esenl and retired 
ofiicials of the Patiala State, especially the relatives 
of the Maharaja, were entrusted with the task of 
organising and arming the Akali Ja///as. The 
prominent Government officials among them were 
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S. Raghbir Singh, ex-Homc MmmUiY.^ S. PriUm 
Singh, retired Excise Commissioner, Major Arjan 
Singh, Retired Superintendent, Jail, 8. Atma Singh, 
Chief Engineer, General Balwant Singh and 
General Bhagwan Singh. Ar-mamerit, lorries, 
trucks, armoured cars, etc., purchased from Delhi 
through General Balwant Singh, ostensibly for the 
use of State Eorces, were in fact meant for further- 
ing the plan for the creation of Khalistan and the 
annihilation of Muslima in the HioUi. 


After the Partition, jalfi/jji hegfi-n to attack U'h'im 
between Sadhugarh and Rsjpura, find Bajpura an/i 
Dhuree, looting Muslims and throv/ing ihem out oi 
the train after killing them. Simultaneous!;/, meet' 
ings were held in State fpmhr/jroj'. y/here r-pear'/- 
and swords were freely dJstribufed io the S/kh-o 


In the beginning, Sikh troops and 
State attacked Muslim rilkge' 
territory adjoining the Patiala 


Sikh yjih/m of the 
'• in the krit;;-.h 
Sf^-te, i/>ot and 




from the Ambala .tjide. The, British officer sto^Dped 
ns and enquired as to Avliether the convo}^ had 
readied safely. We told him that three trucks of 
our convoy had been left behind. We also apprised 
, him of the existence of the armed Sikh mob near 
Piplee and how our truck had escaped the attack. 
The British officer then proceeded towards Piplee 
and we waited for the three trucks which joined us 
a little later. We were informed that the mob 
had intercepted them b}'^ placing logs of wooci^n the 
road, but finding. them fully armed had decamped 
behind the bushes. The logs , of wood had been 
removed from the road .with the help; of soldiers 
in the tank. , . 

Ve saw several corpses of Muslims lying on both sides 
of the road, being eaten- up by vultures. Near 
Ambala, we met a convoj^ of 4/5 thousand Muslim 
refugees marching towards Ambala; ‘ They told 
. us that tlie}" were from tlie Patiala State villages. 
On entering ‘Patiala = State territory, batches of 
armed Sikhs were noticed on both sides of the road 
waiting to attack and kill any Muslim they could 
find. On arrival at HajiJura,. the convoy was 
detained at tlie barrier which was manned by the 
State ]\Iilitary and Pohee: , Mr.. Siri Elrishen, Teh- 
sildar, and another Magistrate were also present. 
Tv,'0 machine guns were fixed at the barrier. • Near 
the machine guns two armed Sildr mobs consisting 
of soldiers in mufti numbering about 200 were 
present. On the arrival of the convoy, they rushed 
tow^ards us but were cautioned by the Lieutenant 
■ in charge of the Military at the . barrier. They ap- 
have been purposely, kept there by the 
for attacking/, vehicular , and other 


peared. to 
authorities 
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fraflic. Thi? was- probably donn in the 
liopf: of avoirlin" ‘■liror.t rr-?pon?-ibilit,v of the Sta.te 
Militarv for ‘^nch a1 I arn eonvineed tliat they 

u'l'-rr military jnc-n and not r-i vilian?. The p»riva,te 
* ars acfomnarudni: thf f-rinvov were -'^sircherl bv the 

i » ■ • •» 

Lient<-nant after the women aru! other? had been 
made to "et out. Two ?hof-::un? iKdonsrini^ to tv/o 
refugee? from Iloorkee were falren po==' >:?ion of by 
tlu^ military. Largo iratliering? of armed Sikh? 
were notieed on either ?ide of the road nea.r the 
Rajpura Ivailway Station and in the bazar nearby. 
Tlicv did not attack the oonvovg as the State officers 
at the barrier hari warned them not to do .so. .A.t 
the second barrier located at the place where the 
Grand dVimk lioad again crosses the railway line, 
another machine gun was located. In the Patiala 
State territory between Rajpura and Kuka.r Majra. 
armed Sikh mob? were noticed at many place? by 
the road side. The road between the above 
two places wa.s .stremi with Mu.slim corpses. Under 
the bridge near Cha%vapail several armed Sikhs 
were hdng in ambu.sh to attack ^Muslim convoys. 
Similarly, at Doraha a big armed Sikh m.ob was seen 
but our convoy pa.?scd on safely. Among the mob? 
on the road I noticed several ex-militar^' men as 
well as active members of State Forces in ranfti. 

reached Ludhiana at l)-30 a.m. and stayed there 
for the night. 'Fhe {)olice per’sisted in searching 
us, i)ut the search was given up when the Superin- 
tendent of Police was told by the Officer in charge 
of the convoy* that the convoy had been searched 
previously at Rajpura. Our convoy moved on 
the following morning. We observed Muslim 
refugees encamping between Ludhiana and Phillanr 



and marching on the road in that sector. They 
were unprotected from the weather, were half- 
starved, in filthy clothes and in a depressed state. 
From Phillaur to Jullundur mobs of armed Sikhs 
were seen collected along the railway track and the 
road, waiting for an opportunity to assault Muslim 
convoys. Fortmiately we were not attacked 
because we had adequate military escort. We saw 
another armed Sikh mob near Kartarpur but it 
disappeared on seeing our mihtary escort. We 
came across another stream of Mushm refugees 
extending over a distance of 1|- mile. They were 
in the same predicament as those we had seen 
between Ludhiana and Phillaur. We also observed 
a refugee Up special train without an engine strand- 
ed near the Beas Railway Station. We were pleased 
to see that the Baluchi military escort attached to 
the train was alert and had taken up positions by the 
road side to ward off any attacks. When we 
reached Jandiala Canal Rest House, a military 
detachment of Gurkhas under three British officers 
stopped our convoy and advised us not to go fur- 
ther as, they said, the situation in Amritsar city was 
distm’bed, and the Sildis had opened fire on a 
refugee convoy in motor transport. We stopped 
for the night on the Jandiala Canal distributary 
bank. We resumed our journey the following 
morning and passed through Amritsar city. We 
■observed a big armed Sikh mob in and around 
Amritsar. The police detachment of the Eastern 
Punjab at the Wagha barrier stopped our convoy 
for the pinpose of scrutiny and detained 5 trucks 
of U. P. owned by evacuees of Roorkee and 
Sahara npur on the plea that trucks of the U. P. 



could nut to I’akislan. In th(‘ course of nnload- 
iim (he passiaiocrs and (heir hicfra^e from (lu' de- 
tained (rneks. (la* j)olie(' s(M'/.ed several articles. \Ve 
(MiteiH'd Pakistan territory and reaeherl Lahor(* on 
21 th S(’|)((Mni)er. 

“On arrival at Lahore' I met Khidifa Mohammad iSadici, 
l)('\van of dind State, an evaenee in P)aehl)an])nra 
who tohl nu' that while in the dind State h(' had 
known an armeel Sikh yanir of the Patiala State 
oj)eralinj 4 in a jf'ep in diml territory, that tlu'y had 
attacked a Muslim family i)roee('din!.: to Sanyrnr 
for ])roteetion and fin'd on them e'ansinu one di'ath 
and grievous injuries to ot lu'is. 'I’he Sanyrnr Police 
had tracked tlu' culprits to Snnam city. Patiala 
State. Xo assistance was niven hy the District 
Supc'rintendent of Polie-e in a])preh('ndiny tin* enl- 
j)rits. nor any assurance' to e'lu'ck siu'h eipe'rations. 
'Fhe Di'wan whilst ])a.ssinix through the' Patiala State 

territorv em his wav te) De'lhi hael s('('n a Miislim 

* » 

village' Ix'inLT leaiK'el hy Sikh lieadiiians ame>ny whom 
was tlu' Sikh ja(hal'/r of llie' village' anel liis Akali 
folleiwi'rs, whe) sluU de'ad a larye' nnndeer of ^lus- 
lims. Sikhs indul^iny in mnreler and lemt were 
again sec'U ley tlu' De'wan in another Patiala State 
village situateel on the road. 

“I have omilted tee mention that all my jewellery, cash, 
household leroieertv, inehulinfi mv ear are still in 
Patiala.” 

There is no need to give details about the other States, as 
events in them followed the same pattern. According to census 
calculations, about 250,000 ]\ruslims from Patiala alone are 
missing and unaccounted for. In Kapurthala, the ]\ruslims 
formed the majority of the population. There are hardly any 
left. now there. 
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XIV 


This note is not intended to be a tale of horror. Grue- 
some details of rapes and tortures, and sickening accounts 
of brutalities and atrocities, of limbs tom and wombs ripped 
open, of maimings, beheadings and nauseating obscenities, have 
been dehberately avoided. Most of the thousands of refugee 
stories contain one or more of these details. But although they 
add enormously to the human suffering and humiliation, Avhich 
these events have caused, an intelligent reader can well imagine 
them for himself. It is enough for such a reader to be told that 
the loss of human lives from genocidal attacks and from lack of 
food, exposure and floods has been so great that it is difficult 
to find a parallel to it outside a large-scale war. The Muslim 
population of East Punjab Districts and States, allowing for 
normal increase since the 194-1 census, has been calculated’ as 
about 6 million. A census of refugees is aheady in progress 'in 
West Punjab and is about to be taken in other parts of West 
Pakistan. Till that is concluded it is not possible to give the 
accurate number of those from East Punjab who have been 
forced to take refuge in Pakistan. But provisional calculations 
put the figure at about five million. And there are some 
Muslims still stranded in East Punjab. The remainder — ^that 
is, half a million to one million Muslims— either rest beneath 
the earth’s surface in unknovm fields, ditches, drains, wells and 
rivers, or their bodies have been eaten up bj- .dogs and vultures. 
Nor was it the intention to include all the events, even all .the 
major events, in this note. There are too .many of them, 
aiid too many others which wiU never be .known as those .who 
could truthfully relate them are dead. 

The purpose of this note is merely to show that tfie cri^i^ 
of the Sikhs andjbheir Hindu instigators, and accomplices was .a 
premeditated crime, that these ;murders^:and. -massa.cr^s .were 



pliinnccl, aiul ilmt oven uh the Kceret j)rej)arationH presaged an 
organised anniliilation of I^lusliins, the inetliods of annihiJation 
reveal previous ju'eparaiions. The ineidenls tliai have been 
mentioned liere liave been seJeeted vitli tliis end alone in 
view and do not elaini to eonstitutc an exliaustive jneture, 
oitlier in time or spaee, of the entire seene. 

Have tlie Siklis sueeeed(id in tlieir 2)lan, the jjbin to domi- 
nat(; the land from the Jumna to the Clienab ? Certainly not 
so far as tlie trans-Ilavi area is eoneerned, tlie area with “the 
eanala and the eanal colonies ” and tlie sacred shrines of Sacha 
Sauda and Nankana Sahil). Here they were thwarted ; jierhajis 
by Muslim resistance and retaliation ; jicrhajis by the fact that 
the Partition the decision of the Boundary Commis- 

sion, so that when the latter was announced there was already 
ii ]\Iu8lim Government in control of the trans-Bavi tract ; 
pcrhajis by the fact that the Coalition Govcnmicnt resigned in 
^larch and because of it the Sikh war-machine had to be put in 
motion too soon- The large-scale concentration of Sikhs, four 
hundred to live hundred thousand strong, and fully armed which 
stayed behind in Lyallpur till after the Partition and then was 
deliberatclj^ evacuated by Sildi leaders to East Punjab without 
ajiparent immediate cause, seems to point to a revision 
■of the Plan, necessitated by some unexpected sequence of 
events. 

In the East Punjab, however, the succeeded remark- 
ably' ‘v^ell. Within a few weeks an enormous population of 
Mushms, that had been living there for generations was either 
\viped out or turned out completely and thoroughly. The fire- 
arms and other lethal weapons collected and manufactured 
over a number of months, the persistent conditioning of the 
Sikh masses by ceaseless propaganda and fanatical preachings, 
the organisation and steady growth of the Akal Fauj, the close 
co-ordination with the Sikh States, the active help— with men, 
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jnoney -and maici'ial — )’(5j}(J<ir»5'l i)».y llx' liihli »'»/)<)>/(, I/Ik; fiiihl, 
with the Hindus and Uxtir rnltiiojit nt'irnnhiiiihioii Uit; lijflllif Uir, 
unity of purpose whie}) jniij/jrad pjid liUdi)t ht nil ‘'/ihlhn 

of life including civjlwn ohic/eJs and iJa; //,/ /n;/ /dl 
an ample return. Th'^ufi z;]z;/n'ad,#; zd' the idaz/ iiniii)h' 4 ’t*‘d 
selves in all pails oi' the p/'z/vhajz; vd/e/v' fjn,/ found IJio 
fullest scope and eneznini/aed the h'aet of/AUu:h /;/.? />/ tZ/z /Vz^d/ 
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19-8-47 .. General Civil Hospital, 19 Firing -. Sikh policenwn posted 

Jullundur. Q- C. Hospital. 

19-8-47 .. Dharamkot .. 36 Firing .. 100/160 Sikhs mixed 

with military and police. 



22-8-47 . . Village Gidri Bhagiari, 68 & 69 Firing, butchering and 400 Sikhs mixed with 

District Amritsar. looting, 200 killed. police. 

22-8-47 . . Pathankote, Gurdaspur 101 Shooting, 9 killed . . By Sikh Sub-Inspector of 

Pathankot. 
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APPENDIX V? 

Report of D.W. McDonald, Esq., Addl. Depety Cemmsss-rener, Ferore- 
pore, on the DoraFImcnt of Pakistan Special near Giddartraha on 
the night of 9th August 1947 


Thar rhb train vrai c'-'rai:--’c trirh coliheraro inrenricn rh'rE 
slhrhte^i doubt. I v,-ill norr try and givo a piotnre of ho~ rhn 
carried cut. 


cn 


tO'. til'r 
:e 


It ia reported that tire men arrired near the arot in a khaki eolonreid 
Jeep in the Lite erening. and that tr-o men on a camel joined them. So long: 
as I sras at the spot no one could be secured ■jrho r-ocid eren disclose the caste 
of the ccenpants of the Jeep. Ererr one qnestioned stated that it tras dark 
and ther could not tell. These men came to the spot throunh Satrah rihag’S. 
srhich is about 2 miles atrar. They left the Jeep on the Satrah-Panla 
Kacha Koad directly opposite telegraph post 203/21. rrhich is a distance of 
about obO yards. They approached to irithrn about IbO yards of the Kailr-ay 
line, vhere there is a Tvater-course running parallel to the Bailtray. and mom 
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there laid two cables reaeliin^' up (o the rnihvny lines. So far as I can make- 
out from an insju’ction of the daninged line, tliey niust have laid two charges- 
of geligiuto on the. inside of the rail, passing the eablcs under the line. 
These charges were elcetrieally fired by a battery placed at the spot 150 yards- 
away in the watercourse. Infonnation regarding the a])])roach of the Special, 
was obtained by tap])ing the telej)hone wires at the spot, and pre.suniably 
listening into the eonver.'^ation between the Hailway stafl's of Giddnrbaha and. 
the previous .station. Innnediately the engine ])as<ed the selected telegraph 
post (20.1/21) the battery was touched ofl' and the Gelignite charges fired. 
The explosion took place when the middle of tin* second bogie from the engine 
was over the .sjjot. ’J'he explosion dislodged 7 feet of the rail and also blew a 
hole into the vacuum tube ui\der the .second bogie. This leak in the vacuum- 
system must- have immefliately <'aused all the brakes oi the train to jam on. 
The bogie under which tlu* charge was fired and two behind it capsized and 
four others W(‘r(* derailed — one in frt>nt and three behind the cajisized bogies.. 
A sketch showing the j)osition of these seven bogie.s is attached. So is a sketch 
showing the lavout of the .site of accident. 


When 1 reached the siti' of oeeurrence, I heard rumours that vork on 
arranging for this crime mu.^-t have been going on for some days, and the 
Railway staff being Hindus, <lid nothing about- it. This is quite wrong. Any 
trained Engineer or any ntan trained in guerilla warfare can carr^ out such 
an operation as this within a matter of a few minutes after leaving the Jeep.. 
One thing is obvious from the manner in which this crime was executed and. 
from the material recovered at the .s])ot, and that is that the leading culprit is 
a man who has served in the army in some engineer unit or is a man who- 
has been trained in guerilla warfare. 

Material recovered at the spot was : — 

(1) Three pounds or so of Gelignite, massed together and not m pap.er 

VTapped sticks as is u.sual. 

(2) A cigarette tin with what looks like ordinary ii\er sand 1/4 

(3) Fair length of cable wire. 

(4) A large cveready battery, high tension. 

(6) Two metal hooks with stick holds and with cables attached. 

(These were hanging from the telephone vires and ha o y 

been used for tapping the wires). 


(6) Seventeen empty -450 revolver cartridge cases. 

It was reported that the train escort opened fire on the culprits and „ 
turned the fire while bolting. This must account for recovery No. 6 a ove 
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'baTt'ery vras loiiiid about. 50 yards further from the train than the empty rounds. 
It tras probably dropped in the hurry to get- array. A telephone rra-s obriousiy 
used, but this nnist- have been taken array, Tlie. cable used rra-s nerr and 
must hare been brought- to the site on t-vro netr card-board dnims. These 
trere recorered tvith the cable. About IJ’’ piece of the blorm-array railtray 
line tra-s found at- the spot but the remaining 41' to 5' piece is missing, I can 
only presume that this is mixed up in the debris of the tTrecked railtray track 
nnd c-arriages. 

Tlie train must have been goutg a fair speed to have gone so far past the 
spot rrhere the line vra-s blown. This and the fact that the damage was done 
after the enghie and first bogie had passed, is alone responsible for the small 
list of casualties. Due to the href that the engine continued to pull a,nd all 
brakes were automatically applied by tbc explosion, the train was kept 
stretched and the hulk of the c.a,rria.ges retained their upright position. If 
the Ime had been blown inst before the engine reached the spot, the engine 
would have stopped dead by bniying into the ground and the whole train 
would have piled up on to it. It was, therefore^ an act of Providence that the 
engine w;t.s allowed to go over before the damage was done to the line. 

Prom the fact that new cable wire was used, gelignite which is only a 
mhitatw' supply was employed, a new battery and a telephone were amongst, 
the equipment taken to the spot, a khaki coloured Jeep w.as the means of 
transpoTt, and -450 revolver rounds were found at the ^''Ot, I am of the opinion, 
.{hough I 0171 rchicia^u to crurcss if. that this crime was perpetrated by some 
men still in rahirary service. 


Dated 10th August 1047. 


Add2. Di 


'iltV 


(Sd). D.TT. hIcDon.ald, 

Co:7i w f-ssis?/ cr, Fcrozcporc. 


Chiij Scerdarv to Govcni:7’ii-rd, Pw’iyct, TaSorf (Oy r,ar::c). 
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APPENDIX VII 


A statement on Delhi Disturbances made by a Military Officer on 

21st September 1947 


Subject : — DEiiHi Disturbanoms 


I was one of the Military Officers attached to the Q. M. G.’s Branch, Q. JI.Q. 
INDIA in connection with the move of Paldstan Govornmoni* to Karachi. 

Early in August 1947, we started despatching the personnel of tlio X^akis- 
tan Government by Special Passenger Trains. This continued till the middle 
of the month, after which the train service had to bo abandoned on aeoount of 
■disturbances in Eastern Punjab. Towards tho end of the month BOAO Aircrafts 
were chartered to the stranded Government personnel from Delhi to JCaraohi. 
The I. N. A. also placed some aircrafts at our disposal but later on these were 
withdrawn and requisitioned by the Government of India for “ Other purposofi." 
Gn arrival of the BOAC Aircrafts fi-om England tho “ Operation I^akistan ” 
began on the 4th of September 1947 from Palam Airport. 

Bv this date, the general situation in Delhi had become tense and in spite 
•of the Delhi City having been under an 88-hour curfew, conditions luul dfs- 
teriorated. Refugees, especially the Sikhs coming from Punjab, were responsi- 
ble for spreading panicky news and mass meetings were being held eveiy day 
in the refugee camps. The directive from East Punjab was “ Do not allow 
Pakistan Personnel or property to escape.” All incoming Railv/ay Train/j to 
Delhi were being attacked in the .suburbs and Mu.slim.s v/ere being rnaf^aorwJ. 
Palam Railway Station vicinity is one of the examples. On the v/hole the* 
•outlook was far ft-om bright and it was quite apparent that trouble v/ould break 
■out at any moment. In spite of the curfew in Delhi area, the Sikhs could be 
-seen movffig about in jeeps, armed with .swords and possibly ot.her weapon;;. 
There was a general rumour that trouble would break out in Delhi on or about 
the 5th of September and even New Delhi which had hitherto esca.pe/1 communal 
■distmliaiices ^oold not be spared. Tef the anfhoriti« in irev,- IJelbi did not 
aidopt anr precantionarr measnres to prevent trouble and in spite ef high t/n,- 
-don and 'erplosive atmosphere even curfev ^as not tapped I .styin* in 
^ flat, immediately above the premises of Ifesrs. Famibhoy & .Sons in 

■Queenswav, Connan^. Place. 

_ wnVif GTit in the surrounnin^ of Del ' 

The disturbances bror.. ou- - , 

s /h. P e-~rjOTOTZ‘i I co-zhi see the .smoke of In, 

September, and from Pab.mcfe-o'o. ^ 


V 1 . 
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not more than three to four miles away. The Muslim residents of these villages 
were looted, killed and turned out of their homes. Those who had the good 
fortune to escape came to us for shelter, because we had some ]\Iuslim troops 
guarding the airport area. The number of these refugees was about three 
hundred and many of these saw the Honourable Sardar Abdur Rab Nishtar and 
explained their sufferings and grievances to him when the Honourable Member 
was returning from Delhi on the 8th of September. 

1th September 1947 

At about 08*00 hours I left m}'^ flat in Connaught Place and proceeded to 
Delhi Piailway Station. During m}'^ brief stay at the Railway Station I found 
that the situation was far from being normal. I had gone to see mj’^ younger 
brother (Avho is an Officer in the Army), who had reached Delhi hy Punjab- 
Mail on the previous evening and had to spend the night at the Railway" Station 
under a very tense and explosive atmosphere. During the night that he was 
at the Railway Station, three bombs or hand-grenades were thrown on the Mus- 
lim passengers, which resulted in ten persons being killed and several others- 
injured. 

The trains which reached Delhi that morning had blood in some of the com- 
partments, I saw mj'^ brother off on the Punjab Mail bound for Bombay. That 
was the only train which went out of Delhi without an^* incident. Thereafter 
every train leaving Delhi on G. I. P. lino was stopped near Nizamuddin and 
Muslim passengers pulled out and put to death. I left Delhi Railway Station 
at about 09*00 hom-s and I have been told that the general killing and looting- 
at the Railway Station started immediately afterwards. 

At about 09*20 hours I passed through the outer circle of Connaught Place 
(on my way to Palam Airport). The looting in Connaught Place had started. 

I saw hundreds of people, mostly Sikhs and other hooligans, breaking open the 
shops and looting everjdhing. There were two lorry load of Military Troops 
standing by on the road side and there was some Police too. But neither of 
these two j^arties took any interest in what was going on around them and looked 
quite unconcerned. When nearing Plaza Cinema, I saw two dead bodies Ijdng 
on the foot-path. I did not stop my vehicle because I was unarmed. On our 
way out from the Connaught Place we saw three more dead bodies (Muslims), 
lying in front of the Pdvoli Cinema. 

I was on duty at the Palam Aerodrome up till 18-00 hours on the 7th of Sep- 
tember, and during the day we got all sorts of news of mass murder, loot and 
arson all over Delhi. At about IG'OO hours we returned to the Pakistan Transfer- 
Office at ‘ L ’ Block. This office by tliat time had taken the shape of a refugee- 
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camp and there were about six thousand people — a majoril.y of tlicao from tho 
Lodi Road Colony area. We had to open aiiother camp at Ralam on tliat day. 
Rescue parties were organised and xindcr tho personal sxiporvision of ot her 
officers rescuing of men, women and children was carried out. from t lie nfiect.ed 
area. 

On 5th September, most of tho Muslim Matric Examinees wove killed and 
butchered outisde the examination hall at Karol Bngh. 

On 7th September, tho Avhole of Lodi Road and Willingdon Air})ort. area 
was surrounded by tho Sildis and ovoxy Muslim who was trapped was ixut. to 
death. The figure of those killed at the Willingdon Airport and Lodi Colony 
on tliis daj’’ alone will easil}’’ be a few hundred if xiot a few thousand. An 
Englishman who happened to be at the Willingdoxx Airport on l.hat fateful 
morning related to me all these details. Ho told me that tlio Sikhs dressed in 
civilian clothes used sten guns and swords to kill their victims. 'I’iie Willing- 
don Airport remained closed for the next six or seven days. 

Some of the above-mentioned officers who went to rescue the trapped Mus- 
lims in the Lodi Road colony had narrow escapes. We liavo seen burnt houses, 
men, women and even children. The Police did not do anything to jxrotect tho 
umocent people or prevent the looting of their shops or houses and instead gave 
their full support to the hooligans and thus added more chaos to confusion. 

On that evening I had to go to my flat in Connaught Place and rescue 
some of mj*^ oxvn people who were stajdng with me. Accompanied by a militaxy 
escort I reached the flat at about 21*00 hours. The first thing which struck us 
was the looted and empty shop of Messrs. Fazalbhoy and Sons. All the other 
Muslim stalls, in the arcades of the vicinity had been looted, but in contrast to 
this not a single Hindu shop or stall had been touched. Oxir own flat had 
become a small refugee camp as all the women and children of the surrounding 
flats had come there. It took the hooligans fom to five hours to complete the 
looting of Fazalbhoy premises. This was done in the presence of the Police 
and the jMilitary who did nothing to prevent this large-scale loot. 

Sth September 1947 

This day is generally known as the great day of massacre loot and arson 
in Kew and Old Delhi. Li Coimaught Place nearly aU the Muslim shops were 
looted, e.g., IMessrs. Hussain Baklish, Oxpital Boot House, XJmar & Co., Ghani 
Stores, Fazalbhoy and others. Muslim shops and property in Chandni Chowk, 
Sadar Bazar, Sabzi Mandi and Paharganj were looted on a grand scale and 
hundreds of Muslims killed in these localities. The ' us " : -t, their 
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morale, and the will t«) re.‘<i‘<t, heeause they had not only to rtisist tho woll-anned 
Siklv'^ hut al'^o f(nmd the Police and Military against them. Those who 
escaped being slam:ht«'red fled from tludr homes leavinu everything bcliind. 
llie majority of lie Muslim Police iiad either bi-en disarmed or posted to some 
unimportant places in the city. A numb(>r of these policemen fled and found 
refuge in our cainji. Hy the evening of Sth .September, there wore npprox- 
imats'ly twelve thous.'\nd Muslims as refugees in our ‘ L ’ Block area. The 
water supply in this particular area was cut off foi nearly 24 hours and in the 
end Avhon water could be found, it was the unfill'-red muddy wat'-r from the 
t-aps used for watcriinr the gardens, and thoiis.inds of thirsty pc-oph; had no 
alts'rnative but to drink it. 

Some of our oflicers and a handful of Muslim troops went to the worst 
an'cctcd localities like Karol Bagh and Paharganj and saved as many lives as 
t-liey possibly could. Tlu'y .saw many dead bodies and burnt houses. .-Ml 
those who had been rescued had the s.ame t.ile to ti'll that neither the Police 
nor the Army had been heljiful to them in their jilight. As a matter of fact there 
arc instances where the Police has forcibly ejcct<‘d .Muslim occupants of tho 
house, put them in their truck and dum{vd them in one of the refugee camps 
under the pretence of taking them to .sjifcty. 'J’lie houses which fell vacant in 
this manner were immediately occupied by the Hindus or .Sikhs with its 
property. E.xactly this happened to Mr. II. .^Inmta•/,’^ .servants who were liv- 
ing in a flat just opjy.)site Plaza Cinema. 

Mliorovor the Muslims put up any resistance again.st organised attacks, 
it was ruthles-sly put down by the military t)r Police Force and tho mischief 
makers were given a free hand, .'such were the i-onditions and chaos wliich 
existed on the Sth of SeptemlHir. Xo Muslim could feel .<afe. It was a very 
black day for the Muslims in Delhi. Although the whole of Dcllii and c.s- 
pecially part of the Xew Delhi area was .-.iipjaiscd to be under curfew, thoro was 
no proper checking during tho curfew hours. ^Machine gun fire could bo heard 
in Connaught Place as late as 22*00 hours. 

9th Scplf'mbcr 1047 

In spite of the “ Shoot to Kill ” order given to the troops by the Area Com- 
mander, looting and killing continued all over Delhi on the .same scale as on the 
previous two days. This order may have been given in good faith, but it was 
generally knouai and felt that it was more applicable against ilfuslims than 
against non-Muslims. More and more troops Avore poured into tho disturbed 
areas but tho situation Avas far from being under control. Tho Sikhs, in their 
bid to AA’ipe oiit the ^fuslims in Karol Bagh and Paharganj, apart from using 



automatic weapons oven used 3" Mortar. Isolated Jluslim property iu these- 
localities was first looted and then set on fire. In other jjlacos tlio property 
Avas looted and the vacant houses were occupied by the non-Muslims. 

Shortage of rations had become very serious. There were hundreds of 
people Avlio had not had anjishing to oat for two or three days. 

The Purana Qila refugee Camp was opened and thousands of Muslims 
Avho had fled from their homes took shelter in it. By the evening oi the flth, 
there were approximately 25,000 refugees in Purana Qila and more Acere pouring 
in from all directions. 

An eyeAAdtnoss Avho Aras AA'orking in Purana Qila as medical relief .saw lorry- 
loads of dead bodies being dumped betAveen Ncav Delhi Avater-works and Fero/: 
Shah Kotla. Bj' the evening lie o.stinnited the nnwher of dead bodies taken to 
this dump to be in no Avay less than 10,000. At lO'OO hours (on 9th September 
1947), the dump of dead bodic.s Avas burnt AviMi petrol and fuel. This fire wa.s 
Avitnessed by thousands from the Purana Qila fort. O’o avoid panic, ho informed 
the occupants that the fire AA'as due to a rubber dump. This person who is Avoll 
knoAAm to many high officials of Pakistan is here and can vouchsafe for this 
statement, and can give further information of the RS’S-S activities in Delhi. 

10//i September 1947 

In the meantime the oA’-acuation of GoA'crnment ixnsonnol from Palam 
Airport Avas going on smoothly. On this morning the I. N. A. Hindu ground 
staff struck Avork in order to paral^-^so and dolaj' our AA'ork from Delhi. But this 
did not mar our spirits and ato carried on the work Avith our oaa’h Amlunteers. 
HoAvever next day all the staff returned to duty. 

The situation had slightly impi’OA^ed iu NeAv Delhi but places like Dhiraj 
Pahari, Bara Hindu Rao, NaAvabganj, Qasabpura, and Jliil Kulanja suffered 
heavy losses in life and property (of Muslims). 

11th September 1947. 

Although the situation shoAved some signs of improvement, but in Hew 
Delhi the looting of Muslim houses and bungalows was still in progress. Food 
and rations had arrived. The refugees in Purana Qila avIio had been m a sad 
plight were organised and distribution of food arranged as far as it could be 
done. The number of refugees had gone up to about 50,000. Pandit Nehru,^ 
Commander-in-Chief, India, and Ladj’^ Mouutbatten paid a number of visits 
to the refugee camp. On 10th September one of the lorries evacuating refugees 
from Old Delhi side was fired at by a machine gmi in the immediate vicinity 
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•of ELaskmiri Gate. It is brlieved that this fire vras directed from a irulitaiy 
Qpicquet posted on top of this gate. Wfien the lorry readied Parana Qila. frro 
of its occupants had died and three seriously injured including a Tiaky -nith 
.a bullet through the chest. Later on during the afternoon when Xrady 3Iount- 
batten visited the camp she was apprised of this incident. This goes to 
show that unarmed 3Iuslim refugees were shot at by the custodians of law in 
broad davdight. 

On 11th September, the Delhi Police made its first appearance at the 
Palam Airport and started examining the baggage of all Pakistan boxmd 
passengers. B 3 - the orders of the Government of India, aU licensed arms were 
-confiscated by the Police. 

13th Sept^ember 1947. 

But on 13th morning, a new Hindu Police Squad arrived at the Palam 
Airport-. They were accompanied by the Superintendent of Police and 
■one Civilian Sikh wearing shenvanL On this particular morning the Police 
started making a thorough search under the personal supervision of this 
Sikh. The search was being conducted in a disgraceful manner and the 
behaviour of this Sikh was rude towards the passengers. On enquiring about 
his designation or the authority to conduct the search, he refused to reveal his 
-identity to myself. However the Superint-endent of Police told us that 
the Sikh had been authorised by the High Command to supervise the search 
of all the Pakistan passengers. He conducted himself in such a bad manner 
that apart- from hitentionaUy delajung ever 3 ' aircraft for two to three hours, 
he was not even courteous to the ladies. In fact he himself wanted to search 
the ladies. IVhen it was pointed out to him that if it was his intention to 
search the laides then he should have brought some woman for this purpose, 
he replied that he did not havw enough time to go into all such petty details 
and if we did not allow him to do what he liked, then no aircraft would be able 
t-o take off that da 3 '. He was also rude to the crew of the aircrafts. 

This Sikh is reputed to be a ^lagistrate. Apart from confiscating aU 
licensed arms and authorised ammunition, the following things were confiscated 
from the passengers : 

(1) -Scissors of all t 3 'pe.s, big and small. 

(2) Razor Blades. 

(.3) Forks and Knives. 

(4) Tongs. 

(. 0 ) Dr 3 ' and tinnc-d rations. 

(G) Cott-on and silk cloth including women’s head coverings, 

\7) Bf-d'Shccts. 



Wlieii ho was roquested not to bo so abrupt in handling tho contents of 
the boxes, "and just pulling out and throwing saris on tho ground, ho replied 
“ I am doing all this in a vindicti%’‘o spirit. I am trjmig to' take rovongo for 
the happenings in West Punjab. You must romombor that this is Hindustan 
and not your Pakistan. You arc now in India and you will bo treated in any 
manner avo like. If you have got anjdhing to say you can go and toll it to your 
Jinnah.” These words wore uttorod by him in the presonco of tho British 
BOAC aircraft croAV, tAVO other military oflieors and myself. 

Later on in tho afternoon tho Area Commander and a Roprosentativo 
from the Supreme Commander’s Headquarters arrived at tho Palam Aerodrome 
and this Sikh Cmlian Avas asked to go aAvay. His name I have boon told is 
Sardar Harbhajan Singh. 

I left Delhi on loth September, and uj) till that date tho situation could 
bo summed up as folloAA's ; — 

(1) Sixty per cent IMuslims from Old Delhi and 90 per cent Muslim 

residents of Noav Delhi had fled from their houses and taken 
refuge in Purana Qila or clseAvhere. 

(2) All empty flats in Connaught Place and other houses in Noav Delhi 

had first been looted by hooligans and then occupied by non- 
Muslims, mostly Sikhs. 

(3) The Muslims in Delhi have been terrorised to such an extent that 

very few Avill go back to their homes and settle dovm again. 

(4) At least 20,000 to 25,000 Muslims Avere killed in Delhi betAvcon tho 

4th and 14th of September 1947. The casualties suITeroc] 
by non-Muslims do not exceed 2,000 in all. Apart from this 
hundreds of Muslims Avere injured, the loss of property and the 
number of people rendered homeless cannot be estimated. 
Muslim women Avere abducted or converted. 

(5) In spite of the ban, Sildxs could still be seen with swords and 

kirpans. The Government of India had imposed this ban for 
three reasons : — 

(a) enough Muslims had been killed or terrorised, 

(&) to dupe the Pakistan Government and use this banning of swords 
and kirpans as political propaganda, 

^ (c) the Hindus after Avitnessing the mass slaughter and atrocities 

inflicted on the Muslims by the Siklis Avoro themselves afraid 
that these very swords may be used agaiiist them. 
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(6) licensed -rreapons —ere still Tjeing connscated ir-c.na all perscos 
leaTing DelLL ■sritli tie TesTdl lliat liad to leaTe my Id-’bcre Shot 
gtm ”mth a friend of mine. 

(7j Attachers in no instance —ere disarmed nut Mmslim ctizens xesisting 
the att.a-elrers instead of Oeing helped —ere disarmed, forcihly 
eTaenated to near areas, their houses giren orer to atraehers for 
loot and ocenpatiem e.g., in Sahzi hlandi on Sth Sepiemher 
1947. 


(S) Zdsanninir, harassing and searching of hlnslim areas, — hich 
anparentlj —ere neither responsible for loot or creating tronhle. 

(9) Idajority of the Mnslim Police had errher been disarmed or fonnd 
. refuge in Parana Q,i!a Camp : 


(lOj 3*0 E^ndii ca.sucJi',i.s in Mo^iallas. Xo Hindu Zdohalla or area 
either attached, looted or occupied. 

(11) P.SS5 —ere resnemsible for all organised attachs ; Sikhs for hlDinir. 
loot, arson and ocennation. 


(12) hElitary in the beginningindnlgent — alio— ed looting, inllmg and 
occupation — hiLe it st-ood by. It -constantly harassed the 
ilnslims in disturbed areas and helped the insurgents. 




